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CONGRATULATIONS to U3A Nunawading’s Course 
Administrator Elsie Mutton, who was awarded 
a Medal of the Order of Australia in this year’s 

Australia Day Honours for her outstanding contribution 
to lifelong learning.
The Australian honours system recognises the actions 
and achievements of people who go above and 
beyond what could reasonably expected, and in doing 
so encourages national aspirations and ideals of the 
highest community standards and values.
Elsie’s honour acknowledges her many years 
of volunteering which started in her teens and 
continue to the present day. Over the years Elsie has 
volunteered for a wide range of community and church 
activities and for the past 18 years most of her efforts 
have been to grow the U3A movement. 
Nothing seems impossible for Elsie when it comes to 
enhancing the lives of those moving to the next stage 
post full-time work and her vision and leadership 
have inspired many others to step up and take on 
leadership roles themselves, volunteer their time in 
administration or share their skills to lead a class.
The Order of Australia Medal is the latest in a string 
of awards acknowledging Elsie’s contribution to the 
community. They include City of Whitehorse Citizen of 
the Year, National Volunteer Award, Victorian Premier's 
Volunteer Champions Award, Victorian State Senior 
of the Year – Council of the Ageing Award, Victorian 
Premier’s Volunteer Award Finalist and in 2015 
Elsie was a Ministerial Appointment to the Victorian 
Advisory Committee for Volunteers.
Elsie has held leadership positions within the U3A 
movement at all levels. She was President of U3A 
Nunawading from 2000–2004, President of U3A Asia 
Pacific from 2012–2013 and President of U3A Network 
Victoria from 2012 – present, a position she will step 
down from at the AGM in March.
During her time as President of U3A Network Victoria, 

Elsie’s efforts have included negotiations with Local 
and State Government which resulted in formal 
support which has enabled the significant growth 
of the Victorian U3A movement in both suburban 
and regional areas. Elsie was also prominent in the 
formation of the U3A Alliance of Australia to promote 
the organisation at the National level. Likewise her 
participation as President of the U3A Asia Pacific 
reflected her level of commitment to the ideals and 
enthusiasm she has for the cause she holds dear.
During her various state roles Elsie has overseen an 
expansion to 109 U3As in Victoria and a 30% increase 
to 35 000 individual members.
As U3A Nunawading Course Coordinator, Elsie is 
responsible for the administration of approximately 
240 courses and over 180 class leaders.
The commitment, energy and passion Elsie 
demonstrates daily in her pursuits is extraordinary and 
her very well deserved OAM is an acknowledgement 
of both her personal achievements and the value she 
continues to deliver to U3A and the wider community.

Valerie Donlon

ELSIE AWARDED O.A.M.
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President’s Report

WELCOME to the first 
edition of our quarterly 
newsletter for 2018, which 

includes important information 
about upcoming events as well as 
reports on the various activities 
undertaken by members over the 
past few months.
Thank you to everyone who 
volunteered their time and 
expertise to help our members 
enrol for this year. Day one was 
quite hectic but under control 
thanks to our volunteers and the 
goodwill and patience of our 
members. It was very pleasing 
to see an increasing number of 
members enrolling online and 
avoiding the crowd at Silver Grove.

New Community Hub
A Community Information Day 
was held onsite on Saturday 25 
November to introduce the plans 
for the hub to local residents 
and other stakeholders. U3A 
Nunawading was one of only a few 
organisations who had a ‘staffed’ 
stall although all future tenants 
were given the opportunity. A 
number of our members attended 
to view the model and plans and 
meet the architects and project 
team. Please see page 7 for further 
information on the Hub.
Summer School
Congratulations to Lorraine Sterling 
and the Summer School committee 
on another great program.  
Everything ran extremely smoothly 
and it was great to see the happy 
faces of members who were very 
enthusiastic participants. This is an 
excellent ‘value add’ for members 
over the summer months.

Flooding and carpet replacement 
at our Silver Grove office
Having suffered a further 
inundation in late December, 
Whitehorse Council agreed to 
replace the fixed carpet in our 
front office with carpet squares. 
On behalf of the committee and 
all members, a big ‘thank you’ to 
Council for their cooperation and 
Lindsay Glen, Leo Sargent and 
Bert Lopes for their extraordinary 
efforts, without which we would 
not have been ready for the first 
day of Summer School.
Strategic Planning Day
The Committee of Management 
held our annual strategic planning 
day on Monday 29 January, where 
we looked at the challenges and 
opportunities we expect to face 
over the next three years. We are 
very lucky to have such competent 
people running our organisation 
and I thank them all for their 
constructive contribution to the 
day’s discussions.
Visitor from U3A in Northern 
Ireland
Late last year we had a visit from 
Geraldine Turley, a member and 
leader of a French class at a U3A 
in County Armagh, which has 
about 200 members. She had read 
about U3A Nunawading in the 
UK U3A magazine and wondered 
what such a big U3A might be like. 
During her visit, Geraldine, who 
was staying with her daughter in 
Greensborough, was introduced to 
two of our French classes and one 
of our watercolour classes. She said 
she found it quite amazing how 
volunteers could run such a large 
organisation. Geraldine also said 
she would love to host someone 
from U3A Nunawading at her U3A 
one day.

Valerie Donlon

Valerie with Geraldine Turley from U3A 
in County Armagh, Northern Ireland
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Course Administrator’s Report

WELCOME to the U3A 
Nunawading year 2018. 
As usual the start of the 

year has been very busy for the 
Coordination team, particularly 
helping members with their 
enrolments. I do hope you were 
able to get into at least one class 
of your choice.
The majority of members enrolled 
online and I am sure you all found 
it very easy to find your way 
around the membership system. 
Don’t forget when you enrol 
online, after you tick your selection 
you must confirm the selection 
otherwise it will not place you into 
the class of your choice.
If you have enrolled in a class 
and have not received an 
acknowledgement of your request, 
please look in your SPAM or JUNK 
mail. If there is no message please 
advise the Course Admin office 
coursec@u3anunawading.org.au 
and it will be followed up.
On a waitlist for a class? Don’t panic, 
if a place becomes available you will 
be notified. Do not turn up to a class 
unless you have been accepted into 
it. It is embarrassing for the Leader 
to have to ask you to leave.
If after enrolling in a class you 
find you cannot attend, please 
notify the office; this allows us to 
place someone from the waitlist. 
Apologies for a class can be done 
either in person to the Leader or 
at the front desk: 9878 3898 or 
admin@u3anunawading.org.au
If you miss three classes without 
an apology you may be deleted 
from the class, making room for 
those on a waitlist.
In Term 1 this year we are offering 
about 240 classes to around 1900 
members. The majority of members 

attend at least 2-3 classes per week. 
Thank you to the members leading 
these classes thus giving us a highly 
diversified program.
In early December 150 Class Leaders 
and key volunteers celebrated 
another great year of learning and 
socialisation at U3A Nunawading 
with a lunch at the Box Hill Town 
Hall. See photos on page 13.
Reminders
Name Badges: You must wear your 
name badge at all times at U3A 
Nunawading. If you do not have 
a name badge please ask at the 
Silver Grove office and ensure you 
complete the details on the back.
Change of enrolment or contact 
details: You can do this online by 
using your membership number 
and password. Once logged in, go 
to edit my details; make changes 
and save. If you wish to withdraw 
from a class, fill in an orange form 
available at the office or email 
coursec@u3anunawading.org.au 
You cannot delete yourself from a class.
Contact details: The email address 
you have given us is our main contact 
for you. Please check your email 
messages regularly and your spam or 
junk mail. If you change your email 
address please change it in your 
Member Details or let us know.
Car Parking: There are 2 and 4 
hour restrictions on car parking. 
Be careful if you park in the Meals 
on Wheels area. There is 4 hour 
parking in this permit area only 
after 1pm and only in the row 
nearest the main car park office. 
If you overstay and are fined, U3A 
can do nothing to help you.
Children in attendance: U3A is 
often asked can we bring a child 
to class when an emergency arises. 
Unfortunately the answer is ‘no’. 
Small children are a distraction 
from what we are here for.
Passwords: Every so often UMAS, 
our online member management 
system, is upgraded with new 

features. With the latest upgrade, 
new members enrolling will 
need to select a password with 
a minimum of five characters. 
Existing members can retain their 
current password unless they want 
to change it, which will require 
them to create a new password 
with a minimum five characters. 
New class commencing Term 3. 
18HIS016 Food, Food, Glorious 
Food, Thursday Room 9. Have you 
ever wanted to learn about the 
history of food? We have a new 
class commencing in Term 3. This 
is not a culinary exercise but a 
discourse on food processing and 
preservation. Food Historians look 
at food as an important element of 
cultures, reflecting the social and 
economic structure of society. This 
class is open to enrolments now 
either enrol online or in the office.
If you are interested in learning the 
art of meditation and its benefit to 
your health and wellbeing consider 
joining 18EXEM05 Meditation.
You might also like to learn how to 
let you inhibitions fly out the window 
with 18EXEM27 Yoga Laughter. 
For members looking to become 
Australia Citizens and need some 
help 18HUM000 Preparing for 
Citizenship may help.
All the classes above have vacancies.
Computer classes Term 2. There is 
no longer a charge for computer 
classes. For more details on Term 2 
computer classes see page 11.
It was very humbling to receive an 
OAM on Australia Day for doing 
something that I am passionate 
about. Volunteering for me means 
that no matter how much time and 
effort you put in you receive back so 
much more. Thank you to Lindsay 
Glen for putting in the work to 
complete the nomination. I believe 
this is also an endorsement for the 
work U3A does in the community.

Elsie Mutton OAM
Course Administrator



Date:  Saturday 24 March
Time:  1:30 to 4pm
Cost:  $10 per person
Venue:  Seniors Hall, Silver Grove, Nunawading
Compére: Valerie Donlon
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EASTER
 VARIETY

SHOW

‘Variety’ is the spice of  life!
Come and enjoy a festive afternoon featuring:
* Our famous Jazz band
* Traditional dancing from Greece and the Philippines
* Line dancing
* Guitar playing
* Belly dancing
* Zumba, and
* The U3A Choir
Join in the fun and wear an Easter bonnet - best hat wins a prize!

Delicious ‘High Tea’ included.
Book & Pay at the Front Office

(bookings close 21 March)
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POPULAR U3A Nunawading Class Leader and 
member of the Committee of Management 
Paulina Chong received a Whitehorse 

Community Award on Australia Day. Council’s 
annual awards honour the outstanding efforts 
of people who work, live or volunteer in the 
municipality of Whitehorse.
Paulina’s contribution to her community is 
extensive, particularly the time and commitment 
she gives to U3A where she leads two classes 
each week, Zumba and Empowerment, and is 
a highly valued member of our Committee of 
Management. 
Paulina felt so sorry for the huge number 
of members on the huge waiting list for her 
Zumba class, she went out and found another 
trained Zumba class leader. Because of her 
entrepreneurship, U3A Nunawading is able to 
accommodate over 100 participants in Zumba 
classes each week. This is typical of Paulina’s ‘can 
do’ attitude. 
Paulina’s organisational abilities and infectious 
enthusiasm enable her to create highly 
successful events. In 2015 she coordinated U3A 
Nunawading’s 25th Anniversary activities and 
in that same year staged a flash mob dance 
performance at Box Hill Plaza to draw awareness 
to Elder Abuse. The looks on the faces of the 
passers-by were priceless.
Other events Paulina has organised include 
a three-day event called Games, Music and 
Movement as U3A Nunawading’s local 
contribution to Seniors Week, initiated a 
hugely popular talk on Mindfulness by a 
Monash University professor and arranged 
performances by groups of U3A class members 
at Federation Square and Whitehorse 
Spring Festivals.
Paulina has been a member of the 
School Councils of Mitcham and Parkmore 
Primary Schools, working in canteens and 
school libraries and on fundraising committees. 
She also instructs Chair Zumba for aged care 

residents in Blackburn, a way of engaging with the 
elderly and providing them with a fun activity.
The audience at the Australia Day Awards 
Ceremony at the Whitehorse Centre were moved 
by Paulina’s mission to aspire to inspire. Following 
directly after the Citizenship Ceremony, Paulina 
spoke of her own journey. She arrived from 
Malaysia in 1989 and became an Australian 
Citizen in 2003, joining U3A in 2009.
Paulina is a perfect example of someone who has 
come to this country from overseas and is making 
a wonderful contribution to her community and 
we congratulate her on this very well-deserved 
award.
Another U3A Nunawading member who received 
a Community Award was 
Cecily Falkingham who 
has devoted her time to 
environmental sustainability 
and protection over many 
years.

Paulina’s energy 
recognised
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Presented by U3A Nunawading 

At the Historic Box Hill Town Hall 
Whitehorse Road, Box Hill 

Silver Grove Swing Band & Silver Bell Jazz Band 
will have you toe tapping all evening. 

Vocalist Mary Moore 

Friday 4 May 2018 
7-30 till 11pm

$15.00 
BYO 

Food, drinks 
& nibbles 

Bookings are essential, phone 9878 3898. 

Come Alone, Bring your Partner or make up a table with friends 
and enjoy your favourite tunes from the Jazz and Swing era. 

SUPPER DANCE



Nunawading Community Hub

DETAILED plans for the 
new Community Hub 
and our future home are 

being finalised. The new facility 
will incorporate a refurbished 
heritage school building, multi-
functional classrooms and 
meeting rooms and specially-
fitted out spaces for dance, 
art, counselling and lapidary. 
The complex will incorporate a 
purpose-built Meals-on-Wheels 
facility, communal kitchen and 
multi-purpose sports stadium.
The Hub will be integrated with 
Tunstall Park with landscaping, 
enhancement of open green 
spaces, new pedestrian and 
cycling paths and areas for 
relaxing and playing.
Plans for the Hub are on display 
at the U3A Nunawading Silver 
Grove office so please feel 
free to come and speak to any 
Committee member on duty 
about our future home.
We anticipate operating in 
the Hub from the beginning 
of 2020 and will keep you 
updated on progress through 
our newsletter and other 
communications as we work 
towards the move to our new 
home.
You can also follow the project 
via the Whitehorse Council 
website: 
www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/nch.html
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Our Line Dancing - Experienced class celebrated Chinese New Year in colourful fashion 
at their class in the Jaycees Hall led by Class Leader Marie Pietersz.

Dancing in the New Year

On Sunday, 19 November, the tatting class celebrated the end of the year at The Warantina Lavender 
Farm in Wandin in salubrious surroundings. The farm was dotted with interesting stalls including some 
craft guilds.

Yvonne DeSousa
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DYEING COURSE PRAISE

Meryl with some of the end results of 
the material dyeing summer class

AT the Summer School I attended a two-day 
class on colour dyeing. Meryl McEwan was our 
instructor and she had gone to a great deal 

of effort to provide the class with information and 
instructions to do the material dyeing. 
We had a great time mixing dyes and then dyeing 
material. Thank goodness we had gloves etc. to protect 
our hands and clothing.
Following the class we rinsed and washed our various 
materials at home and the end result was fantastic. 
Meryl was a great instructor; she made it a fun 
experience and was very patient with us all. 

Regards, Margaret Homfray.

SUMMER school has once again been enjoyed 
by many of our members during the break 
between U3A terms.

Sixty-five classes were offered; seven of these were 
presented by leaders from outside organisations 
and the remainder were presented by our own U3A 
Nunawading members, some of whom are leaders 
throughout the year and some who were taking a 
class for the first time.
Attendances of 986 over the six days of Summer 
School provided many happy hours and smiling faces.
There were dancing and exercise classes, science, 
textile craft, information sessions, computer safety, 
NBN, art, card games, trivia quiz, excursions to the Art 
Centre and Ringwood Court.
The Summer School committee, comprising Lorraine 
Sterling (convenor), Noela Winter, Liz Hooper, Joe 
Demko, Anne Holland, Elaine Forde, and Karen, has 
contributed many hours of planning since last May 
organising the activities and planning the program. 
An event such as Summer School cannot proceed 
successfully without the dedicated help and time of 
such people.
Many other Committee of Management members 
were of enormous support, providing expertise, 
encouragement and time. A special thank you to 
Lindsay Glen and Bert Lopes, technical experts who 
ensured all ran smoothly.
Front Desk volunteers answered queries, helped new 
members and returning members re-enrolling.
I am very grateful and appreciative to work with 
such an efficient, willing organisation of volunteer 
members of U3A.

Lorraine Sterling
Summer School Convenor

Summer 
people come 

to school



Celebrating Melbourne Cup

COLOURFUL outfits, apricot 
table decorations and fresh 
flowers created a highly 

festive atmosphere at the U3A 
Nunawading Melbourne Cup 
Lunch.
A sell-out function once again, 
102 members and friends 
gathered in the Seniors Hall 
to watch ‘the race that stops a 
nation’.
After years of practice, the 
lunch ran like clockwork, with 
Ross Peacock, Elsie Mutton 
and Doreen Betts managing 
the sweeps and all things 
racing and Bev Clarke and the 
Social Committee in charge of 
decorations and managing the 
food. To keep the audience 
up-to-date with the racing 
action, Graham Haynes worked 
his usual magic with the audio 
visual equipment.
Most of the attendees come 
every year but those who 
attended for the first time 
were quite delighted by how 
much fun it was and how well-
organised.
As usual there was keen 
competition in the best dressed 
stakes as these photos attest.
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Speaker from the Department of Environment, 
Land Water & Planning
Thursday 3 May from 4:15–5:30pm in the Seniors Hall
We all want to pay less for our energy. At this Information 
Session, we will look at some of the best ways to make 
informed decisions about energy bills and find savings.

 The session will cover:
• how to shop around to get the best energy offer using 

Victorian Energy Compare 
• how to make the most of your energy retailer
• understanding energy concessions
• being energy efficient

Take Control of Your Energy Bills

Please register your name and phone number at the front counter before Friday 20 April.  
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Term 2 Computer Courses

What’s New?
18COM211 Get Gmail! Sick of spam? Tired of running out of space in your inbox? Gmail 
can fix this. This three-week course will help you set up a Gmail account and make the most 
of many of the additional features of Gmail. We’ll even help you get set up on your tablet or 
smartphone.
18COM235 LastPass Password Manager A password manager can keep you safe with 
strong, unique passwords for every account. This single session will demonstrate the 
capabilities of the free LastPass password manager, and assist you to set up your own 
LastPass vault. 
18COM209 Advanced Word You’re an experienced user of Microsoft Word and would 
now like to understand how to use the various formatting techniques to add interest to 
your document, create templates and save them and learn how to insert shapes, charts, 
photographs or a screenshot. This advanced course is for those who are comfortable 
with using Microsoft Word and wish to learn more about formatting and designing their 
documents.
18COM215 Creating a Photo Album Have you returned home from a wonderful trip and 
are now unsure of what to do with all those photographs you took? This course will walk you 
through the process of creating a personal Photo Album to share with family and friends.
18COM223 Genealogy for Beginners Finding out about your forebears can be a fascinating 
hobby for you and all your family. This course will help you to search for those long-lost 
or forgotten ancestors, understand the various research tools available and set you off on 
a journey that could reveal some surprises! No experience needed but you do need to be 
confident in searching the internet.
Popular Classes returning in Term 2
• Your iPad as a Useful Travelling Companion
• Keeping up to date with your Computer
• Researching Shares on the Internet
• iPad for Beginners
• iPad tips and tricks
• Practical iPhone 
• Photo Editing
• Create safe and memorable passwords
• Keep safe online 
• Manage your digital legacy
• Clouds are getting useful
Need some advice or a problem solved?
There will be Q&A sessions held during Term 2 to help you with problems you have 
encountered with your Apple iPhone or Apple iPad. You will need to book.
Want to Know More? Term 2 Computer Course Descriptions are on the U3A Nunawading 
website under the Courses page at.www.u3anunawading.com.au You can book online or at 
the office.
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First 
Fleet 
Royalty

PICTURES: 
(Right) Ian Stuart – First Fleeter; (Below) Ian’s 
ancestor John Randall.

IAN Stuart joined the Beginner’s Class for Genealogy 
early in 2017. He originally wanted to know how 
to trace and make contact with two half-siblings 

from his father’s first marriage. We found these half-
siblings and where they lived but alas no contact was 
made as they didn’t reply to Ian’s letters, so that trail 
ended there.
Being naturally curious and Ian’s family tree 
originating in Sydney, New South Wales, I conducted 
research on my own, knowing that early New South 
Wales settlers descended from many of our convicts 
transported to Australia. I thought there would be 
some consolation for Ian not being able to contact 
his half-siblings to maybe finding a convict in his 
family tree.
One line of his tree led to a John Randall who was 
a member of the First Fleet. John was sentenced 
to seven years transportation on 14 April 1785 at 
Manchester Quarter Sessions for stealing a silver 
watch chain, the property of Joseph Wardle. Sent 
to the Ceres Hulk early in 1786, aged 21, he was 
delivered to the transport Alexander on 6 January 
1787. John Randall, a 6 foot tall, well-made black 
American Negro labourer, born about 1764 in 
New Haven, Connecticut, North America, arrived in 
Australia with the First Fleet on 26 January 1788. How 
he arrived in the North of England is unsure, but he 
may have made his way there after the end of the 
American Revolutionary War in 1783.
I suggested to Ian that he should have his DNA 
done through AncestryDNA, to see if he had a high 
percentage of African in the results. Sure enough, 
when the results came back Ian had 7% African as part 
of his pie chart, confirming African heritage.
Ian applied to the “Fellowship of the First Fleeters” 
in Sydney, New South Wales, was accepted and has 
been presented with his Certificate of Authenticity and 
Badge. Congratulations Ian.

Ingrid Nelson 



Leaders enjoy end-of-year 
lunch

LENA Ravida (front left) 
began this beautiful quilt 
in 2016 during her time in 

Judy Leckie’s Patchwork Class 
where she learned the art of 
hand-piecing, appliqué and hand 
quilting. The quilt was finished in 
Meryl McEwen’s Patchwork class 
where members are encouraged 
to bring along their UFOs (Un-
Finished Objects).
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a case of applique-tion
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Our Leader 
An Acrostic Poem by Rachel deSilva

Ever ready with a smile
Looking fresh in her own style
Very friendly never chiding
Its not easy, tasks assigning
Random topics come her way
As she thinks of coming Monday
For the class of skills in writing
In u3a of Nunawading
The leader she, her flock will tend
Zeal she spreads. Her views extend
Guiding in the correct way
Errant writers she can sway
Rich in foresight help suggest
Aware of changing for the best
Let us thank her wish her well
Dear god please bless her keep her well 

WHITEHORSE City Council is 
participating in a program 
called Solar Savers to help 

pensioners to install solar panels with 
no upfront costs. As many are put off 
by upfront costs and complexity of 
finding a quality system and installer, 
Council has joined with 24 other 
Victorian councils to offer the Solar 
Savers program.
SS supports pensioners install solar 
panels, save money on electricity 
bills and lower greenhouse gas 
emissions. It is offered only to 

quality, 
affordable 
solar 
systems for 
pensioners pensioner households, because 

most own their own homes and 
use the majority of their power 
during the day when solar panels 
are producing electricity. SS checks 
that solar panels are right for your 
household and that it will save you 
money. Then, helps you to arrange 
a quality solar system from a 
trusted installer. 
There are no upfront costs. You 
pay for your system gradually 
through a low-interest bank loan 
which costs less than the savings 
you make on electricity bills. To 
save even more apply for Council’s 
$154 solar panel rebate.

The SS program is open to 
Whitehorse residents who own 
their home; have a Government 
Pension Card (aged or disability); 
are usually home 9am- 5pm; have 
average to high electricity use; do 
not currently have solar panels.
To register, call 9385 8512, or email 
info@solarsavers.org.au. Limited 
places will be allocated on a first 
come first serve basis, subject to 
eligibility criteria. 
Find out more at www.solarsavers.
org.au. Solar panel rebate: 
http://www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au 
/Solar-Rebate.html
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CAN you help? PetRescue seeks senior citizens 
willing to offer long-term or permanent care to 
shy cats in need.

Perhaps you’d like some quiet company, or have a 
neighbour or another senior citizen in your life who 
could use some extra love.
Pet companionship has been linked with so many 
benefits – lower levels of stress and anxiety, reduced 
risk of heart disease, and lower blood pressure. Not 
to mention the incredible feeling that comes from 

knowing you’ve saved a life!
Purrticipating program cats are available to senior 
citizens for just $25, which goes straight to the 
rescue group to help cover their vet bills. And, should 
circumstances ever change, the cat will return to the 
care of the rescue group.
Find out more about PetRescue’s Shy Cats and Senior 
Citizens program, or get in touch with our coordinator 
Caren at shycats@petrescue.org.au to find a shy cat in 
need of love near you!

U3A Nunawading’s oldest member, James 
Rowell, known to us as Jim, passed away early 
last November at the age of 97 years.

Jim joined the Writing Skills Class in 2013 at the 
age of 92 and his first story was written on a brown 
paper bag!  Most of his one or two page stories 
were handwritten on similar materials.
He wrote most weeks – stories of his time in the 
Australian Merchant Navy where he spent time 
working in red hot engine rooms.
Jim was a great traveller all his life – often to 
England visiting family there. He also went to Africa, 
America and Mongolia. In his last years, he became 
an advocate for Wheelchair Travel.
In 2017 Jim left Australia to visit his family in 
England. While he was there, Jim became ill with a 
virus and was brought back to Melbourne and was 
in hospital here for some weeks before he died.
Jim will be greatly missed by his many friends in 
U3A Nunawading.

Vira Fitzgerald
Class Leader, Writing Skills

Vale Jim Rowell
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2017/2018 COMMITTEE of MANAGEMENT
President:
Vice President &
Course Administrator:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer: 

Valerie Donlon

Elsie Mutton
Liz Hooper
Lorraine Sterling
Barbara Worcester

Frank Baseden
Paulina Chong
Barbara Gardiner
Andrew Gee 
Lindsay Glen

Andrew Lockwood
Leo Sargent
Colleen Skinner
Noela Winter

2018 KEY DATES
Saturday, 24 March  Easter Variety Show
Thursday, 3 May   Talk: Take Control of Your Energy Bills
Friday, 18 May    Excursion: Vikings Exhibition, Melbourne Museum
Tuesday, 10 July    EXPO Your Life; Your Choices
Wednesday, 22 August   Annual General Meeting              
Tuesday, 6 November   Melbourne Cup Luncheon
Monday, 26 November   2019 Enrolments commence

2018 TERM DATES
Term Commences      Ends           Weeks      Public Holidays

1 Monday, 5 February     Thursday, 29 March 8
2 Monday, 16 April     Friday, 22 June    10

3 Monday, 16 July     Friday, 21 September    10

Office Hours
During term Office Volunteers are on duty at our Silver Grove office from Monday to Friday 9.15am – 
3.15pm. The office is closed during term breaks and on public holidays.
Newsletter Contributions
If you’ve something to share about your U3A Nunawading experiences, let us know. Short articles (100-250 
words) could be included in a future Newsletter – this could be about your class/es, class leaders, etc. 
Articles must be submitted as MS Word documents. We’d also like accompanying photos; however those 
taken on smartphones and tablets are unlikely to be usable. High-resolution jpg or tiff images taken on 
cameras are preferred. Email to admin@u3anunawading.org.au
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Excellence in Business Award
WINNER 2012

Community Award

U3A Nunawading sincerely 
thanks the City of Whitehorse 
for funding to assist in the 
production of this Newsletter.

Publisher:   U3A Nunawading Inc.
Editor:   Raine Biancalt
Photographer:  Archie Kaan
Layout/Design:  Chris Gray
Email articles to:  admin@u3anunawading.org.au

Closing date for submissions to the next edition: Friday, 25 May 2018.

4 Monday, 8 October      Friday, 23 November     7

Labour Day – 12 March
Anzac Day – 25 April
Queen’s Birthday – 11 June

Melbourne Cup Day 
– 6 November (no class 
Monday 5 November)


