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 30 Jan:    The Four Battles of Ushant, 

with a "side-bar" on the Battle of the 

Saintes.  Rob Ellis 

  6 Feb:    Silent Skies.  Gliders at 

War  Mel Green 

  13 Feb:    Chauvel and Monash - 

Australia's two Senior  Commanders of 

World War 1   Rob Ellis 

  20 Feb:   Alexander the Great   Tony 

Tossell 

  27 Feb:    Unrestricted Submarine 

Warfare in World War 1 Rob Ellis 

  6 Mar ch:   Lend-Lease in World War 

2  Maurice Scott 

  13 March:    The first airship raids on 

Paris and London    Rob Ellis 

  20 March:    Townsend's Campaign in 

Mesopotamia     Reg Roberts 

  27 March:   Kemal Ataturk and Leman 

von Sanders  Rob Ellis 

Emperor Wilhelm II of Germany, who was famously dismissive of the Britain's Expeditionary Force sent to 
France at the beginning of WW1 and reportedly issued an order to "exterminate” the treacherous English and 
walk over General French's contemptible little army". In later years, the survivors of the regular army dubbed 

themselves "The Old Contemptibles".   

This November 2014 marks the 100th anniversary 
when after the 1st battle of Ypres  the old regular 

British army had been wiped out . 

This battle the First Battle of Ypres, also called 
the First Battle of Flanders was fought for the 
strategically important town of Ypres in west-
ern Belgium in October and November 1914. The 
German and Western Allied attempts to secure the 
town from enemy occupation included a series of 
further battles in and around the West Flan-

ders Belgian municipality. 

The strategy of both the Allied and German armies 
is not entirely clear. The accepted and mainstream 
reasoning for the battle was the British desire to 
secure the English Channel ports and the British 
Army's supply lines; Ypres was the last major ob-
stacle to the German advance on Boulogne-sur-
Mer and Calais. The French strategy was to pre-
vent German forces from outflanking the Al-
lied front from the north. This was the last major 
German option, after their defeats at the First Battle 
of the Aisne and First Battle of the Marne. The 
Ypres campaign became the culmination of 
the Race to the Sea. The opposing armies en-
gaged in offensive operations until a big German 

offensive in mid-October, which forced the Allies onto the strategic defensive and limited to counter-attacks. 

The battle highlighted problems in command and control for both sides, with each side missing opportunities 
to obtain a decisive victory. The Germans in particular overestimated the numbers and strength of the Allied 
defences at Ypres and called off their last offensive too early. The battle was also significant as it witnessed 
the destruction of the highly experienced and trained Brit-
ish regular army. Having suffered enormous losses for its small 
size, "The Old Contemptibles" disappeared, to be replaced by 
fresh reserves which eventually turned into a mass conscripted 
army to match its allies and enemies. The result was a victory for 
the Allies, although losses were particularly heavy on both sides. 
The battle completed the entrenchments of the "race to the sea" 
and inaugurated the static western front. Mobile operations would 

not resume until 1918. 

There is no overall agreement about the end date of the battle. 
The French put the end of the battle as 13 November 1914, the 
British as 22 November 1914 and the Germans as 30 November 
1914, although the German official history of the battle stops ten 
days earlier. Fighting continued on the Ypres front after the attack 
of 11 November, but not at the same level of intensity. The BEF 

and the French had held the line around Ypres.  

After the battle, only nine of the eighty four infantry battalions mus-
tered even half strength.  British casualties in the fighting between 14 October and 30 November were 58,155 
(7,960 dead, 29,562 wounded and 17,873 missing). It is often said that the pre-war professional army died at 
the first battle of Ypres. The army had arrived in France with 84,000 infantry. By the end of the battle of 
Ypres, the BEF had suffered 86,237 casualties, most to that infantry.  The French suffered around 50,000 

casualties during the battle. 
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Call for 2015 Contributors 

Military History Group Members are invited 
to consider presentations you might like to 
give or hear next year. Please also let the 
Convenor, Rob Ellis or Committee Members  
know of guest speakers who could be invited 
to share military experiences which would be 

of interest to our Members.  

U3A equipment can be organised and assis-
tance in the preparation of presentations can 

be given if required. 

Death Of An Army—The 1st Battle of “Ypres” October / November 1914 
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During the nineteenth century the major European powers compelled the reluctant Chinese Empire to start trading with 
them. There was little the Chinese government wanted from the West at the time but there was a strong demand for 
opium among the population. In the Opium Wars of 1839-1842 and 1856-1860, the British forced the Chinese to ac-
cept the import of opium in return for Chinese goods, and trading centre's were established at major ports. The largest 
of these was Shanghai, where French, German, British, and American merchants demanded large tracts of land in 
which they asserted "extra-territorial" rights, meaning they were subject to the laws of their own country not China. In 
Shanghai a legendary sign in a park near one of the European compounds read: "No dogs or Chinamen.". The Chi-
nese government's failure to resist inroads on its sovereignty and withstand further demands from the Europeans, 
such as the right to build railways and other concessions, caused much resentment among large sections of the popu-

lation. This eventually led to the Chinese revolution of 1911 which toppled the imperial dynasty. 

By the end of the nineteenth century the balance of the lucrative trade between China and merchants from America 
and Europe, particularly Britain, lay almost entirely in the West's favour. As Western influence increased anti-European 
secret societies began to form. Among the most violent and popular was the I-ho-ch'uan (the Righteous and Harmoni-

ous Fists). Dubbed the "Boxers" by western correspondents, the society gave the 

Boxer Rebellion its name. 

Throughout 1899 the I-ho-ch'uan and other militant societies combined in a campaign 
against westerners and westernised Chinese. Missionaries and other civilians were 
killed, women were raped, and European property was destroyed. By March 1900 the uprising spread beyond the secret socie-
ties and western powers decided to intervene, partly to protect their nationals but mainly to counter the threat to their territorial 

and trade ambitions. 

By the end of May 1900 Britain, Italy, and the United States had warships anchored off the Chinese coast at Taku, the nearest 
port to Peking. Armed contingents from France, Germany, Austria, Russia, and Japan were on their way. In June, as a western 
force marched on Peking, the Dowager Empress T'zu-hsi sent imperial troops to support the Boxers. Further western reinforce-

ments were dispatched to China as the conflict widened. 

Australian colonies were keen to offer material support to Britain. With the bulk of forces engaged in South Africa, they looked 
to their naval contingents to provide a pool of professional, full-time crews, as well as reservist-
volunteers, including many ex-naval men. The reservists were mustered into naval brigades, in which 
the training was geared towards coastal defence by sailors capable of ship handling and fighting as 

soldiers. 

When the first Australian contingents, mostly from New South Wales and Victoria, sailed on 8 August 
1900 on HMCS Protector, (Her Majesty’s Colonial Ship) a South Australian warship, troops from eight 
other nations were already engaged in China. On arrival they were quartered in Tientsin and immedi-
ately ordered to provide 300 men to help capture the Chinese forts at Pei Tang overlooking the inland 
rail route. They became part of a force made up of 8,000 troops from Russia, Germany, Austria, British 
India, and China serving under British officers. The Australians travelled apart from the main body of 

troops and by the time they arrived at Pei Tang the battle was already over.  

The next action in which the Australians (Victorian troops this time) were involved was against the 
Boxer fortress at Pao-ting Fu, where the Chinese government was believed to have sought refuge 
when Peking was taken by western forces. The Victorians joined a force of 7,500 on the ten-day march 
to the fort, only to find the town had already surrendered; the closest enemy contact was guarding 
prisoners. The international column then marched back to Tientsin, leaving a trail of looted villages 

behind them. 

While the Victorians marched to Pao-ting Fu and back, the NSW contingent was 
undertaking garrison duties in Peking. They arrived on 22 October, after a 12-
day march. They remained in Tientsin and Peking over winter, performing police 
and guard duties and sometimes working as railway men and firefighters. Al-
though they saw little combat, the Australian forces helped to restore civil order, 
which involved shooting (by firing squad) Chinese caught setting fire to buildings 
or committing other offences against European property or persons. The officers 
and men of the Australian contingents were dissatisfied with the nature of the 
duties they were asked to undertake. They had expected martial adventure and 

the opportunity to distinguish themselves in battle but had arrived too late to take part in significant combat. 

The entire naval brigade left China in March 1901. Six Australians died of sickness and injury, and none were killed as a result of 
enemy action. While they had been away the colonies from which they sailed only nine months before had become a federal com-

monwealth and Queen Victoria died in England.  

  Australia’s Involvement in the Boxer Rebellion (China), 1900–01 

HMCS Protector in 1900  

Australian Naval Contingent in China 

The “China” medal 
awarded to 550  

Australian Participants 
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The Chinese “Peoples Liberation Army” Joins Our 
Diggers on Exercises 

Australia lends a hand in Bougainville with 
Operation RENDER SAFE 

Thirty soldiers and marines from Australia, China and the US are 
testing themselves against the desolate and unforgiving Austra-

lian outback during the survival phase of Exercise Kowari.  

They were flown by Chinook helicopters to a remote bushland location 
south-west of Darwin in the Northern Territory. There they will undergo 
survival training, after enjoying a week of acclimatisation and team-
bonding activities in Darwin. 
People’s Liberation Army Corporal Peng Chengzhi was asked for his first 
impression of the Australian outback. He had a one word response, “Hot”. 
Australia’s Corporal Jennifer Pengelly was a little more forthcoming, “It’s 
good … but it’s really hot”. 
Corporal Garry Yarborogh of the US Marine Corps was the most enthusi-
astic, “It’s awesome … we’re going to have a lot of fun”. 
The soldiers and marines are taking part in Exercise Kowari, the first land
-based trilateral military exercise involving personnel from the three na-
tions. The exercise includes survival training in remote inland and coastal 
locations in the Northern Territory. 
The participants are split into three groups of 10 and receive training from 
Norforce, which is the local Army unit with deep connections to Indige-
nous Australia and who are Army’s survival training experts in the North-
ern Territory. 
Brigadier Peter Clay, director of Exercise Kowari, said the exercise 
marked an important milestone in defence cooperation between Australia, 
China and the United States. 
“It fosters regional cooperation and mutual understanding. This small 
activity might lead to bigger things between our nations down the track,” 
Brigadier Clay said. 
“Have fun, form great teams, and don’t get eaten by a crocodile.” 
They soon found out he wasn’t joking. The walk from the landing zone to 
the camp area included crossing creeks, home to both saltwater and 
freshwater crocodiles. A Norforce soldier was posted on the creek bank to 
ensure the entire group of participants made it across safely. 

An Australian Defence Force planning team for Operation Render Safe, led 
by Captain Jay Bannister from the Royal Australian Navy, visited Bougain-
ville from 29 May to 7 June. Captain Bannister will be the Commander of 
Operation Render Safe when it takes place in Torokina in October 2014. 
In Buka, Captain Bannister and senior members of his team, which also 
included a member of the Canadian Armed Forces, met with Autonomous 
Bougainville Government Vice President, Hon Patrick Nisira MHR, Chief 
Secretary, and Assistant Commissioner of Police, Superintendent Paul 
Kamuai, to discuss planning for the clearance of unexploded ordnance 
which remains in Torokina, where a large military base was located during 
World War Two. 
“I was pleased to meet with the Vice President and senior officials from the 
Autonomous Bougainville Government as well as from community leaders 
in Torokina”, Captain Bannister said. “We are pleased to be supporting the 
ABG’s initiative to reduce the impact of unexploded ordnance on communi-
ties in Torokina so that they are safer and people are able to access more 
of their land for gardening, cash crops and other purposes”, he said. “I am 
looking forward to leading the operation in Torokina towards the end of the 
year.” 
“We found a large volume of different types of World War Two ordnance 
during our visit and now need to conduct detailed planning so that we are 
able to dispose of these dangerous items in a way that is safe for commu-
nities”, he said. “I appreciate the offer of support that we have received 
from the Bougainville Police Service and we are in discussions with them 
about how they can work with us to maintain safety protocols during the 
explosive ordnance disposal work”, he said. 
Operation Render Safe is Australia’s enduring commitment to disposing of 
unexploded ordnance from WW2 in the South West Pacific. The operation 
was previously conducted in Solomon Islands in 2013 and Rabaul and the 
Kokoda Track in 2011. Other nations are invited to participate in each 
operation. 

Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel have arrived in Bougain-
ville on board HMAS Choules to address a potentially deadly legacy 
posed by unexploded ordnance from past conflicts as part of Opera-

tion RENDER SAFE 2014.  

HMAS Choules has taken onboard heavy landing craft and helicop-

ters to assist with the ordinance disposal work  



 

WW11 Cartoon - Bluey and Curley 

Shrine Of Remembrance Events  - August through to November (Poppies are Centenary Presentations) 
 

Film Screening: Forty Thousand Horsemen 
Thursday 30 October, 5:30pm 
 In a cinematic tribute to the mounted troops of the Australian Light Horse regiments, director Charles Chauvel presents his 1940 feature-length film Forty 
Thousand Horsemen. Join us for our first film screening in the Shrine’s new auditorium. 
 
Meet The Rats 
Thursday 6 November, 12:30pm 
Meet our Rats of Tobruk, Ron Williamson and Bob Semple, as they share their recollections of the siege of Tobruk 73 years ago. 
 
Shrine of Remembrance Annual Dinner 2014 
Monday 17 November, 6:30pm 
Join us from 6:30pm on Monday 17 for the Shrine of Remembrance Annual Dinner at the Melbourne Town Hall. 
This year, the Shrine of Remembrance Annual Dinner will commemorate the centenary of the First World War in which 114,000 Victorians enlisted and 
19,000 were killed. Join us for a night of musical entertainment, fascinating guest speakers and the opportunity to win some very special prizes. All pro-
ceeds raised from the Dinner will support the Shrine’s Education Program. 
 

THE AUSTRALIAN HERALDRY SOCIETY PRESENT: BRITISH HERALDRY OF THE GREAT WAR 

Thursday 20 November, 6:15pm 

Regional Lecture Bairnsdale: The Other ANZACs 
Wednesday 26 November, 5:30pm 
Join Peter Rees as he tells the story of the ‘other’ ANZACs who worked in the hospital camps, wards and tent surgeries on the edge of some of the most 
horrific battlefronts of human history. 
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David Vines White will present this lecture, largely illustrated with images from the records of the College of Arms, will discuss the representation of the 

War in the armorial bearings granted to various military and naval commanders, armament manufacturers and others. The arms will be set in the context 

of older English heraldic traditions. The heraldic consequences of George V's desire to sever his family's ties with Germany will also be discussed. 

The WW1 Centenary Exhibition From The Imperial War Museum In The UK – Touring The World From 2015 

Opens In Melbourne 18th April 2015 

The WW1 Centenary Exhibition, coming only to Melbourne Museum, opens in April 2015 to commemorate the Centenary of the First World War. This is the 

most historical and significant exhibition from IWM (Imperial War Museums) to ever leave Great Britain and visit our shores! 

Told through over 350 precious artifacts large to small in scale with masses of digital technology, The WW1 Centenary Exhibition will enable visitors to en-

counter the story of the War as never before. This multi-sensory, collections-rich journey will bring visitors face-to-face with objects and stories that illuminate 

the experience and personal stories of war, and show how it was fought on such an enormous, industrial and worldwide scale. 

This world-first new exhibition will take visitors on a journey of how the war was fought on land, in the air, and at sea, focusing on what it was like for people 

at the time, and its long lasting legacy. With original and rare artifacts, dramatic film, famous artworks, poignant images and atmospheric soundscapes in-

cluding an immersive trench like experience.  

Information and tickets available at http://ww1exhibition.com.au/ 


