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 The Battle of The Hook and the Korean War Armistice 
At dawn on the morning of 28 July 1953, Brigadier John Wilton, the Australian commander of the 28th Commonwealth Brigade, joined the men 
of the 2nd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment, as they emerged from their fortified bunkers at the position known as the Hook. The scene 
which confronted Wilton had more in common with the trench warfare of the Western Front than the first major conflict of the nuclear age, as 
two to three thousand Chinese dead littered the battlefield in front of the Hook. While the Armistice had been signed the day before, the Aus-
tralians were understandably nervous about leaving the security of their bunkers since over 4,000 mortar and artillery rounds had landed on the 
2nd Battalion’s position alone during the previous nights. Nevertheless, the cease fire seemed to be holding and, standing on top of their bun-
kers, Wilton and his fellow observers at last had a clear view of the valley below. Wilton later wrote: 

The floor of the valley between the Hook and the Chinese position was almost covered with dead Chinese who had been caught by out deadly 
defensive-fire artillery concentrations. On the immediate approaches to 2 RAR the bodies literally carpeted the ground sometimes two deep…
Most of the bodies had been there for two or three days and in the hot, humid weather had commenced to putrefy and there was a strong nau-
seous stench of death. It was a terrible sight which I will never forget. 

The Armistice negotiations which were to end this killing had first begun in July 1951 but proceeded slowly, as agreement over the armistice line 
and prisoner exchanges could not be reached. The communist insistence on the indefensible 38th parallel being used as the armistice line, rather 
than the existing battle-line, saw the Chinese launch a series of limited offensives on the United Nations positions seeking an advantage on the 
battlefield in order to bolster their negotiating position. The United Nations countered these attacks by developing elaborate field defences, 
supported by artillery and air support. Like on the Western Front, the expenditure of artillery shells was prodigious, with the guns of the Com-
monwealth Division alone firing some two million rounds between July 1951 and July 1953. In the face of such firepower the Chinese attacks 
inevitably faltered, with the heavy losses drawing the communists back to the negotiating table at Panmunjom, a small village close to the front 
line. 

The Armistice itself was signed in a specially constructed ‘peace pagoda’ built by the communists. The building did not have a south facing en-
trance because the North Koreans wanted the United Nations delegation to enter the building through North Korean territory. General Mark 
Clark, the American commander of the United Nations forces, insisted that a southern entrance be constructed before the signing could be con-
ducted. With the new entrance duly completed, at 0957 hours on 27 July 1953 the two delegates, North Korean General Nam IL and American 
General William Harrison sat down to sign the Armistice. The formalities were completed in 15 minutes and, as the two men rose to leave, they 
momentary locked glances, but both left without shaking hands or exchanging a word. That afternoon Clark countersigned the Armistice, noting 
that this was only a military agreement to implement a cease fire and that the opposing sides still had to reach a political solution to end the 
conflict. A peace conference to conclude the war was held in Geneva in April 1954 but failed and a lasting peace on the Korean peninsula has yet 
to be achieved. 

Members of C Company, 2nd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment keep watch 
from their position on The Hook after the ceasefire. The Bren gun (left) and the 

Owen gun (right) and the British Mk 36 grenade are within reach should the 
ceasefire conditions be violated and hostilities resume  

Rob Ellis with U3A President Valerie Donlan 

(See Page 5) 
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Walter Leslie Schwarz (1896-1969), soldier, was born on 17 April 1896 at Toowoomba, Queensland, son of Heinrich Schwarz, labourer and 
sawmiller who was born at sea, and his Ipswich-born wife Augusta Wilhelmina, née Otto. He is believed to have been educated at East Toowoom-
ba State School before commencing work with a local grocery. He was very active in the Commonwealth Cadet movement and in 1913 was com-
missioned second lieutenant. 

Army life appealed to young Schwarz so in June 1914 he joined the permanent artillery at Fort Lytton as a gunner. When World War I broke out 
he tried to enlist in the Australian Imperial Force but was held back with other regulars and was an acting sergeant major instructor to A.I.F. re-
cruits at Enoggera Camp, Brisbane. Eventually in June 1915 he was accepted into the A.I.F. as a gunner with a siege brigade of heavy artillery. He 
embarked with the unit from Melbourne on 17 July. 

Schwarz went into camp at Lydd, Kent, England. However, he was being increasingly harassed because of his German name and became very 
sensitive to insults. The anti-German hysteria in Australia had followed him to England and after being passed over for promotion and hearing 
rumours that he might not be allowed to go to the front he deserted. 

On 25 October 1915, three days after leaving his unit, Schwarz presented himself at Scotland Yard recruiting office, London, and joined the 23rd 
Battalion, Royal Fusiliers, as Walter Lancelot Merritt. He was promoted corporal shortly before arriving in France during March 1916. On 1 May, 
near Lens, he was wounded in the arms, leg and face, and was invalided to England. He rejoined his battalion in September with the rank of ser-
geant. 

Tall and athletic, Schwarz combined sound military knowledge with personal courage. In December 1916 he was sent to an officer cadet battal-
ion. Commissioned second lieutenant in the British Army in April 1917, he was sent to the 2nd Battalion of his regiment in France in June. He was 
wounded in October during the fighting beyond Ypres but was again in action next month at Cambrai. During his subsequent service he received 
his division's card of honour four times, was mentioned in dispatches and, in 1918, was awarded the Military Cross and Bar. The first decoration 
was given for outstanding work as intelligence officer in the 86th Infantry Brigade at Ploegsteert, Belgium. There, 'at a very critical moment, when 
one battalion was completely out of touch … he readjusted the whole line under extremely heavy fire at close range'. He had carried a large red 
flag, visible from either flank, in the centre of the attack. 

In the closing weeks of the war, during an attack on Ledeghem, 'Merritt' again carried his flag. 'He and his observers captured 28 of the enemy 
during the advance and held the objective until the remainder of the brigade arrived'. He attracted heavy fire throughout the action and was 
eventually severely wounded; his right leg was amputated. For his actions he received the Bar to his M.C. 

Despite his remarkable war service in the British Army, Schwarz was still a deserter from the Australian forces. He eventually approached his 
commanding officer, revealed his identity and was granted a full pardon in 1921. He returned to Australia, reverted to his true name, and worked 
in real estate and later as a manager for a large department store. He finally joined the Shell Co. of Australia Ltd and remained for fourteen years, 
retiring in 1940 as assistant manager of the Queensland branch. He served briefly during World War II as a lieutenant in the 1st Australian Garri-
son Battalion  

 Walter Leslie Schwarz (1896-1969), Soldier, Deserter and Hero 

Walter Leslie Schwarz  with his mother and Schwarz’s Attestation papers on joining  the AIF 
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Poseidon Power in Major Exercise  

Australian and Indian Poseidon aircraft worked together for the 
first time during the premier Australia–India military exercise 
AUSINDEX. 

An Australian P-8A Poseidon and an Indian Navy P8I collaborated 
to give comprehensive and crucial surveillance in the maritime 
domain for the ships and submarines participating in the third 
biennial iteration of the exercise. 

AUSINDEX 2019 was the most complex to date and focused on 
anti-submarine warfare and tactical maritime manoeuvres.  

Squadron Leader Brian Brown said that after a visit to Sri Lanka, 
the Royal Australian Air Force’s No. 11 Squadron travelled to Indi-
an naval base INS Dega in Visakhapatnam to prepare for the ex-
change. 

“We are excited to be working with the Indian Navy to expand our 
understanding of each other’s capabilities and strengthen our 
defence relationship,” Squadron Leader Brown said. 

“For the first time in history, each maritime patrol aircraft will 
share platform-to-platform processes and procedures to enhance 
interoperability and integration with the ships and submarines. 

P8I aircraft captain, Commander Kanwar of Indian Navy Air Squad-
ron 312, said aviation operations were a key component of the 
exercise. 

“The last time the RAAF was here for the inaugural AUSINDEX in 
2015, they operated their AP-3C Orion with our P8I, a very differ-
ent capability,” Commander Kanwar said. 

“Both countries share common views when it comes to safety, 
security and negating any form of threat…be it terrorism, piracy or 
marine pollution. 

 

  Newcastle Navigates World’s Busiest Waters  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lieutenant Shafiqah Shariff-Ali on board HMAS Newcastle 
while transiting the Malacca Strait during Indo-Pacific En-
deavour 2019  

HMAS Newcastle, in company with the Indo-Pacific Endeavour 2019 
(IPE19) flagship HMAS Canberra, has made her final transit through the 
busiest and most complex sea waters in the world: the Malacca and 
Singapore Straits. 

The navigation officer on Newcastle, Lieutenant Mitchell Smith said. 
“As the main shipping channel between the Indian Ocean and the Pa-
cific Ocean, the Malacca and Singapore Straits are some of the most 
strategic straits in the world,”  

“About one third of the world’s oil production passes through these 
straits; that’s about 50,000 ships passing through an area only 2.7 kilo-
metres wide and represents about 25-30 trillion dollars in global trade. 

“Add on top of that the international law of territorial waters and ar-
chipelagic sea lanes, this becomes a very complex transit 

for Newcastle and Canberra.” 

“These straits are backed on to a number of nations that patrol the 
area and prevent acts of illegal activity known to occur throughout the 
straits and the South China Sea,” he said. 

“It’s very important as a team that the whole ship is working together 
to ensure we safely transit these waters, protect our ships in company 
and the merchant traffic in the area.”  During the passage, the bridge 
thrummed with activity with all hands on deck to monitor other ship 
movements and potential navigational hazards. 

Boatswain’s mates on each bridge wing, one on the gunnery direction 
platform and one at the helm formed the quick response force team. 

“This being the last passage for Newcastle through these straits and 
region, it has been quite something to reflect upon for the ship’s com-
pany." 

Newcastle’s commanding officer, Commander Anita Sellick, said pass-
ing through the highly congested sea lane was a complex task with 
other ships involved. 

“There are many maritime boundaries that are adjacent to one anoth-
er and above these maritime boundaries are also air space bounda-
ries,” Commander Sellick said. 

“That’s where Newcastle’s strength lies: we provide force projection 
and air protection to the task force as we navigate these waters to-
gether.” 

Indian Navy Poseiodon 

RAAF Poseidon 
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The 1956 Suez Crisis 

On October 29, 1956, Israeli armed forces pushed into Egypt toward the Suez Canal after Egyptian president Gamal Abdel Nasser (1918-70) na-
tionalized the canal in July of that same year, initiating the Suez Crisis. The Israelis soon were joined by French and British forces, which nearly 
brought the Soviet Union into the conflict, and damaged their relationships with the United States. In the end, the British, French and Israeli gov-
ernments withdrew their troops in late 1956 and early 1957.  

The catalyst for the joint Israeli-British-French attack on Egypt was the nationalization of the Suez Canal by Egyptian leader Gamal Abdel Nasser in 
July 1956. The situation had been brewing for some time. Two years earlier, the Egyptian military had begun pressuring the British to end their 
military presence (which had been granted in the 1936 Anglo-Egyptian Treaty) in the canal zone. Nasser’s armed forces also engaged in sporadic 
battles with Israeli soldiers along the border between the two countries, and the Egyptian leader did nothing to conceal his antipathy toward the 
Zionist nation.  

Supported by Soviet arms and money, and furious with the United States for reneging on a promise to provide funds for construction of the As-
wan Dam on the Nile River, Nasser ordered the Suez Canal seized and nationalized. The British were angry with the move and sought the support 
of France (which believed that Nasser was supporting rebels in the French colony of Algeria) and Israel (which needed little provocation to strike 
at the enemy on its border) in an armed assault to retake the canal.  

The Israelis struck first, on October 26, 1956. Two days later, British and French military forces joined them. Originally, f orces from 
the three countries were set to strike at once, but the British and French troops were delayed.  

Behind schedule, but ultimately successful, the British and French troops took control of the area around the Suez Canal. How ever, 
their hesitation had given the Soviet Union–also confronted with a growing crisis in Hungary–time to respond. The Soviets, eager to 
exploit Arab nationalism and gain a foothold in the Middle East, supplied arms from Czechoslovakia to the Egyptian government  
beginning in 1955, and eventually helped Egypt construct the Aswan Dam on the Nile River after the United States refused to s up-
port the project. Soviet leader  Nikita Khrushchev (1894-1971) railed against the invasion and threatened to rain down nuclear mis-
siles on Western Europe if the Israeli-French-British force did not withdraw.  

The response of President Dwight Eisenhower ’s administration was measured. It warned the Soviets that reckless talk of nuclear 
conflict would only make matters worse, and cautioned Khrushchev to refrain from direct intervention in the conflict. However , Ei-
senhower (1890-1969) also issued stern warnings to the French, British and Israelis to give up their campaign and withdraw from 
Egyptian soil. Eisenhower was upset with the British, in particular, for not keeping the United States informed about their i nten-
tions. The United States threatened all three nations with economic sanctions if they persisted in their attack. The threats did their 
work. The British and French forces withdrew by December; Israel finally bowed to U.S. pressure in March 1957.  

In the aftermath of the Suez Crisis, Britain and France found their influence as world powers weakened.  

 

British troops of 3 Parachute 
Regiment take up positions 

 

General view of the Suez Canal at Port Said 
showing a number of the blockships sunk  

 

French troops at Port Said, Suez Canal  

https://www.history.com/topics/suez-canal
https://www.history.com/topics/history-of-israel
https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/nikita-sergeyevich-khrushchev
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Two class “originals” from 2007 Neville Betts  and Reg Roberts gave talks on those early start up days and Robs 
outstanding contribution to a successful history forum 

A special Day to Celebrate Rob Ellis’s  12 years and retirement from  the leadership of the Military History Group  

U3A President Valerie Donlan presenting a celebratory cheque from the Military History class which Rob kindly 
requested be donated to the Smith Family 

Rob with wife Rosemary 
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On 30 June 2017, Australia's 14-year participation in, and leadership of, the Regional Assistance Mission to the Solomon Islands (RAMSI) conclud-
ed. Known in the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) as Operation ANODE, the ADF component of RAMSI's Operation HELPEM FRIEND (Pidgin for 
'Helping Friend'), this long running operation to provide stability in the Solomon Islands was preceded by Operations PLUMBOB [1] (2000) and 
TREK [2] (2000-02). The RAN’s involvement in operations in the Solomon Islands is not a new activity and 2017 marks the 90th anniversary of its 
first significant peacekeeping operation in this region.   

In early October 1927, the light cruiser HMAS Adelaide was at Garden Island (Sydney), undergoing maintenance, when news was received of an 
alleged native uprising on the island of Malaita in the British Solomon Islands Protectorate (BSIP). As the British Government had no warships in 
the area the British Colonial Office requested Australian support. The ‘native uprising’ stemmed mainly from BSIP policy of imposing a ‘head tax’ 
on every able bodied Solomon Islands man. The five shillings per annum tax forced the Solomon Islanders to work as labourers on British copra 
plantations. The tax was deliberately introduced, due to the shortage of local labour, as a way to induce the Solomon Islanders to work to earn 
the necessary cash to pay the tax. The Solomon Islanders resented this as well as the increased inroads into their traditional way of life being 
made by missionaries, traders and British officials. 

 On 4 October 1927 the matter came to a head on Malaita 
when the District Officer, Australian born William Bell, his 
British assistant Kenneth Lillies and 15 local policemen, were 
attacked at the village of Gwee’abe, near Sinalanggu Harbour, 
while collecting the tax. Basiana, a Malaita warrior, and several 
of his followers killed Bell, Lillies and nine local police. The 
surviving police fled to Tulagi (then the Solomon Islands ad-
ministrative centre) and raised the alarm. 

The Assistant Resident Commissioner considered this the be-
ginning of a full scale uprising in the Solomon Islands and the 
Colonial Office, in London, was consequently contacted and 
immediate military support requested. The Colonial Office 
passed the request to the Australian Naval Board, on 8 Octo-
ber, and within 24 hours Australia’s Prime Minister Stanley 
Bruce authorised the RAN to provide assistance. 

 On 9 October 1927, Adelaide (Captain Gerald Harrison, RN) 
was ordered to proceed to Tulagi with all dispatch. Extra arms 
and ammunition, Mills Bombs (grenades), provisions and medi-
cal stores were rapidly embarked. A shortage of portable wire-

less sets prompted Petty Officer Telegraphists Oscar Allen and Clarence Scrivener to purchase the necessary parts and they constructed a shore 
wireless set while en route. This was to be the only set available ashore until the Royal Australian Fleet Auxiliary Biloela arrived in late October 
with more stores and equipment. Additional personnel including an extra medical officer joined the ship swelling Adelaide’s crew to 470 men. 

Adelaide sailed late on 10 October and steaming at 20 knots arrived at Tulagi on the afternoon of 14 October. The survey ship HMAS  Geranium, 
operating in north Queensland waters, was also put on standby to sail but this order was cancelled due to her slower speed and smaller crew 
size. Biloela embarked additional coal, provisions and stores to resupply Adelaide and she sailed from Sydney a few days later. 

After arriving at Tulagi, Harrison met with the Resident Commissioner to discuss the ship’s role in the expedition. The situation was found to be 
far less serious than originally reported with only one tribal group on Malaita involved. Harrison agreed that his ship’s company would supple-
ment the local police force, and a hastily raised local volunteer force, while also providing communications and logistics support. The cruiser’s 
presence also provided a significant show of force to impress the Solomon Islanders. Adelaide sailed from Tulagi on 16 October with the new 
District Officer and several local police onboard. A small naval detachment remained in Tulagi to provide administrative and communications 
support to the Resident Commissioner. 

At Sinalanggu Harbour (east coast of Malaita), Harrison put a detachment ashore at Gwee’abe to assess the situation. One of their first tasks was 
to dig proper graves for the deceased local police and burn the deserted village. Gwee’abe became known as Beach Base and by the 18th there 
were over 150 personnel ashore erecting tents, setting up a galley, wireless station, incinerator and field latrines as well as stockpiling stores, 
equipment, water in kegs and provisions. Onboard Adelaide, 24 hour upper deck sentries were posted in case of an attack from Solomon Is-
landers in canoes. The reality was that this was an unlikely scenario as those involved in the murders had retreated inland.  
 

On 19 October a platoon of Adelaide’s sailors, over 100 local police and 150 locally recruited stores carriers began moving inland. After marching 
for several hours through difficult country they reached the deserted village of Furingudu which was set up as a forward operating base (Base B). 
Later that day the local civilian volunteer force and two more platoons of Adelaide sailors moved up to Base B.  Biloela arrived at Sinalanggu on 
23 October with more stores including barbed wire to form entanglements to protect the bases. She also brought coal for Adelaide to enable the 
cruiser to return to Sydney. Biloela then returned to Australia.  

The punitive force left Base B on 26 October for the village of Falavalo. Over 150 local men were now necessary to carry the provisions, 
stores and equipment needed by the force and it took two days to complete the journey. On arrival the village was designated Base A and 
tents pitched, a wireless transmitter set up and communications established with Adelaide and Tulagi.  

HMAS Adelaide in the Solomon Islands, 1927  

 

HMAS Adelaide and the 1927 Malaita Expedition 
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The search for the culprits responsible for the massacre then began in earnest. The local police and civilian volunteer force conducted pa-
trols into the hinterland and were often absent for up to three days at a time. Effective patrolling and harsh interrogation meant that Basiana 
and his followers were quickly rounded up. Adelaide’s men did not take part in these patrols and became solely responsible for the logistics 
and communications support for the mission and security of the bases. 

Living conditions ashore were rudimentary with the men living in tents and subsisting mainly on tinned food. Washing, when possible, was 
restricted to using local streams while daily ‘convoys’ shuttled supplies between Beach Base and Base A, returning sick personnel to the 
cruiser for medical treatment. The ship's surgeons and sick berth attendants worked long hours dealing with the ill and injured but were 
exasperated when they discovered many men were not taking the issued quinine, to prevent malaria, as they did not like the taste of it. By 
the end of the operation, in November, approximately 20% of the ship's company of Adelaide was suffering from malaria, dysentery or septic 
sores. 

By early November the need for the presence of Adelaide and her ship's company was deemed unnecessary as the local police were effectively 
locating and arresting Basiana and his men. In mid-November the sailors began moving supplies and equipment back to Beach Base and on 16 
November 1927 the cruiser sailed from Malaita and returned to Sydney on 23 November. A few wireless telegraphists were left behind at Tulagi 
to provide communications support with the local police force at Malaita. By early December the police had captured most of the men who had 
conducted the massacre including the ring leader Basiana. Altogether 82 men faced trial at Tulagi and six were subsequently convicted and 
hanged while 21 others were sentenced to lengthy prison terms. 

Upon return to Sydney, Adelaide offloaded the additional stores, ammunition and equipment. Her sick and injured were sent to hospital 
while the rest of the crew cleaned the ship in preparation for proceeding on Christmas leave. Captain Harrison wrote his official report for 
the Naval Board stating that the ship's company had performed their duties well but that the need for the warship was debatable as there 
were - five hundred natives awaiting the word to attack the murdering tribe. It seems a great pity that no such order can be given as they 
would undoubtedly clear up the whole situation in a week [3].   

Several of Adelaide’s officers and men were commended to the Naval Board for their service especially the medical staff, cooks and officers 
stewards. The Naval Board even graciously reimbursed Petty Officers Allen and Scrivener the money they had spent to build the wireless set. 
In December 1927 the British Government sent the following signal of thanks to the Australian Government: 

"His Majesty’s Government of Great Britain desires to convey to His Majesty’s Government of the Commonwealth of Australia an expression of 
their grateful thanks for the help afforded by HMAS Adelaide in the search for the perpetrators of the outrage at Sinarango and the restoration of 
order in the disaffected area." 

  

Adelaide personnel landing at Malaita, 17 October 1927  HMAS Adelaide sailors with a Solomon Islander  

An HMAS Adelaide sailor with a locally recruited stores carrier  
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On 5 June 1940, Mackey enlisted in the Second Australian Imperial Force, falsifying his age to do so. After train-
ing, he was posted to the 2/3rd Pioneer Battalion and left with the unit in November 1941 for service in North 
Africa. He participated in the Syrian Campaign against the Vichy French and in the Second Battle of El Alamein. 

The Japanese threat to Australia grew as they advanced through the Pacific in 1942. In response, the Australian 
government requested the withdrawal of Australian units back to their home country, and Mackey's battalion 
returned in February 1943. It served in Papua New Guinea from August 1943 to March 1944, during which time 
Mackey was promoted to the rank of corporal. While in Papua, he suffered several bouts of malaria. After a peri-
od of rest and reorganisation in Australia, the battalion returned to the Southwest Pacific theatre of operations in 
April 1945 when they were committed to the Borneo Campaign. 

On 1 May 1945, Mackey's battalion, as part of 26th Brigade Group, landed at Lingkas Beach on Tarakan Island, off 
North Borneo. The island's airfield was to be captured to allow its use in operations against Borneo. Advancing 
inland along the Aman River, the battalion were held up by Japanese defending a stronghold known as Helen. On 
12 May 1945, Mackey's company was to continue an attack that had begun three days previously and it was dur-
ing this action that he earned the Victoria Cross (VC). The citation for his VC read: 

Corporal Mackey was in charge of a section of the 2/3rd Australian Pioneer Battalion in the attack on the feature known as Helen, east of Tarakan 
town. Led by Corporal Mackey the section moved along a narrow spur with scarcely width for more than one man when it came under fire from 
three well-sited positions near the top of a very steep, razor-backed ridge. The ground fell away almost sheer on each side of the track making it 
almost impossible to move to a flank so Corporal Mackey led his men forward. He charged the first Light Machine-Gun position but slipped and 
after wrestling with one enemy, bayoneted him, and charged straight on to the Heavy Machine-Gun which was firing from a bunker position six 
yards to his right. He rushed this post and killed the crew with grenades. He then jumped back and changing his rifle for a sub-machine-gun he 
attacked further up the steep slope another Light Machine-Gun position which was firing on his platoon. Whilst charging, he fired his gun and 
reached with a few feet of the enemy position when he was killed by Light Machine-Gun fire but not before he had killed two more enemy. By his 
exceptional bravery and complete disregard for his own life, Corporal Mackey was largely responsible for the killing of seven Japanese and the 
elimination of two machine-gun posts, which enabled his platoon to gain its objective, from which the Company continued to engage the enemy. 
His fearless action and outstanding courage were an inspiration to the whole battalion. 

Corporal John Mackey VC   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Australian_Imperial_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2/3rd_Pioneer_Battalion_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syria%E2%80%93Lebanon_Campaign
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Battle_of_El_Alamein
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corporal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Borneo_Campaign_(1945)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tarakan_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Borneo
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The Final Inspection 
  

The soldier stood and faced his God,  
Which must always come to pass,  
He hoped his shoes were shining,  

Just as brightly as his brass.  
 

"Step forward now, you soldier,  
How shall I deal with you?  

Have you always turned the other cheek?  
To My Church have you been true?"  

 
The soldier squared his shoulders,  
and said: "No, Lord, I guess I ain't,  

Because those of us who carry guns,  
Can't always be a saint.  

 
I never passed a cry for help,  

Though at times I shook with fear,  
And sometimes, God, forgive me,  

I wept unmanly tears.  
 

If you've a place for me here, Lord,  
(It needn't be real grand,  

I've never expected, or had too much),  
But if you don't, I'll understand."  

 
There was a silence around the throne,  

Where the saints had often trod,  
As the soldier waited quietly,  
For the judgment of his God.  

 
"Step forward now, you soldier,  
You've borne your burdens well,  

Walk peacefully on Heaven's streets,  
You've done your time in Hell." 

  
  

~Author Unknown~   
  
  
  
  

Editor’s Note  

Articles in all editions of the Military History Group Newsletter have been sourced from the Australian Government, Army, Navy and Airforce newspa-
pers, the Australian War Memorial Canberra via their web site, the Shrine of Remembrance web site and other various public information sites. Most 

articles have been précised to enable them to fit our publication.   


