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The Story of Peter Chitty, the Changi Brownlow Medallist an ANZAC legend
This medallion was awarded to Corporal Leslie Allan 'Peter' Chitty on 24 January 1943 in Changi Prisoner of War
Camp, Singapore. The occasion was the Victoria versus 'The Rest' Australian Rules football game and the medallion represented the 'Brownlow Medal' for the Best and Fairest player in the preceding football series played in
the camp. After their imprisonment in Singapore a number of football and other sporting competitions were
begun amongst the prisoners. Those who played Australian Rules football organised a six team competition
named after sides in the Victorian Football League.
Amongst the keen participants was Peter Chitty who had, before the war, played several league games for St
Kilda. The representative game held on January 24 was the last game of football played in the camp. The rate of
injuries from sporting matches was climbing and the officers believed it was in the best interests of the prisoners to stop the games. Before the match Chitty, who was selected to captain Victoria, was presented with the
medallion which was made from a modified soccer medal found in the stores and engraved with his details. The
original Brownlow Medal is a much coveted award in the Football League and has been fiercely contested from
its inception in 1924. The Changi Brownlow was awarded with no less reverence. The match was played with a
record attendance of prisoners and guards and the result was Victoria 14-9: 93 defeated The Rest 10-5:
65.
Corporal Peter Chitty was born in Corryong, Victoria on 12 March 1912. At the outbreak of the Second
World War he was working as a dairy farmer on the family property at Cudegwa. He along with three of
his brothers enlisted in the Second Australian Imperial Force. Peter enlisted on 25 July 1940 in Caulfield,
Melbourne and was assigned the number VX48347. After initial training he was posted to 2/2 Motor
Ambulance Convoy in January 1941 and promoted from Private to Acting Corporal. Arriving in Singapore
on 1 March 1941, he was confirmed as Corporal on the 8th. From March 1941 to February 1942, Chitty
served in Malaya with the 2/2 MAC, undergoing numerous detachments to 2/9 Field Ambulance and 10
Australian General Hospital. His last detachment was recorded as 17 January 1942 and he was posted as
missing on 26 March 1942. It was not until 9 June 1943 that he was confirmed as a prisoner of war.
Official details of his time as a POW were not recorded, although he did serve on the Burma-Thailand
railway. This service is referred to in the citation for the British Empire Medal which he was awarded on
12 March 1947. It reads, 'L/Sgt CHITTY was a prisoner of war in Japanese hands from Feb 42 to Aug 45.
In 1943 he was a member of an AIF party engaged in the construction of the Burma-Siam railway. During various long marches through the jungle under extremely difficult conditions L/Sgt Chitty set an
outstanding example of unselfish conduct and courage
continuously helping the sick by carrying their kits as well as his own and helping them along and constructing shelter for them when halted. By these means he undoubtedly saved lives. During the whole
period that he was in Burma-Siam and subsequently in Malaya L/Sgt Chitty was outstanding in conduct
and devotion to duty under difficult circumstances.' Chitty was recovered from Changi POW Camp on 8
September 1945 and arrived in Sydney in October 1945. He spent some time in hospital on his return to Victoria and was discharged on 5 December 1945.
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Call for 2020 Contributors
Military History Group Members are invited to consider
presentations you might like to give or hear next year.
Please also let the Convenor, Mel Green, Tony Tossel or
Advisory Members know of guest speakers who could be
invited to share military experiences which would be of
interest to our Members.
U3A equipment can be organised and assistance in the
preparation of presentations can be given if required.
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New Advanced Training Aircraft for The RAAF
The Pilatus PC-21 is the world's most advanced pilot training aircraft.
As part of the AIR 5428 Pilot Training System project, the PC-21 will replace Air Force's current PC-9/A. It will be based at RAAF Base East Sale in
Victoria and RAAF Base Pearce in Western Australia.
Although the PC-21 is a key element of the AIR 5428 project, it is only one part of the story. The new Pilot Training System will be able to train
more people faster and to a higher standard, with an:

•
•
•

advanced aircraft
state of the art simulation, and

an electronic learning environment.
The system will ensure undergraduate pilots develop the necessary knowledge and skills prior to progressing onto advanced military aircraft such
as the F-35A Joint Strike Fighter, Armed Reconnaissance Helicopter, and MRH-90 helicopter.
About the aircraft
The Pilatus PC-21 is equipped with:

•
•
•
•

a pressurised cockpit
air conditioning
an anti-G system, and

on-board oxygen generation.
It is capable of sustained low-level speeds over 320 knots, and hydraulically assisted ailerons and roll spoilers can produce fighter-like rates of roll
in excess of 200 degrees per second.
A digital power management system and automatic yaw compensation makes the PC-21 easy to fly in the circuit, while still providing the performance required for advanced training.
The capabilities of the PC-21 make it ideally suited to a very wide training scope. It can be used from day one in the training system, eliminating
the need for an elementary flying training fleet, but also bridges the performance gap between traditional turboprop trainers and lead-in fighters.

Pilatus PC-21

Boxer Combat Reconnaissance Vehicles (CRV) to
the Australian Army
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Penny Tracking from Above

Boxer configured for Australia's Land 400 Phase 2 for which the type
was selected in March 2018
The $5.2 billion LAND 400 Phase 2 program will have Rheinmetall deliver 211 8x8 Boxer Combat Reconnaissance Vehicles (CRV) to the Australian Army.

Gliding around the unit like she owns the place, Sgt “Penny” Peregrinus-Falco Alert is the only member of 1 Avn Regt who can genuinely claim she was “hatched to fly.”

Under the company's offering to the Commonwealth, Rheinmetall will
build a majority of the vehicles at the company's specialised Military
Vehicle Centre of Excellence (MILVEHCOE) in Queensland.

RSM 1 Avn Regt, WO1 Neil Edwards, said aside from her disdain
for sunglasses and the Aviation Corps beret, the falcon was the
perfect representative of the regiment.

The first 25 vehicles will be built in Germany as part of the technology
transfer process, with the remaining vehicles to be built in Australia.

“Peregrine falcons have fantastic eyesight, and they’re fast in the
air,” WO1 Edwards said.

Boxer will replace the ageing ASLAV vehicles that have served with the
Australian Army in East Timor, Afghanistan and Iraq.

“Sgt Penny Alert embodies the capability 1 Avn Regt provides to
Army.”

The Army will accept 133 reconnaissance variants of the Boxer, which
will be equipped with Rheinmetall’s cutting-edge Lance 30mm automatic cannon turret system, amounts a number of other variants.
Joint venture partners, Varley Rafael will supply the Spike LR2 AntiTank Guided Missile (ATGM) system for the Boxer CRV.
The Spike LR2 is a fifth generation ATGM system, originally developed
as a fire-and-forget system.
The vehicle-mounted extended-range variant has a range of 8m, while
the non-line-of-sight variant can hit targets up to 25km away.
The Boxer CRV will support Australian industry, sourcing specialised
armoured steel from Australian steel companies BlueScope Steel and
Bisalloy, with engineering support provided by Melbourne-based
Supacat Asia- Pacific

The 15-year-old peregrine falcon, with her Top Gun attitude and
love of mischief, lives in Darwin as the 1 Aviation Regt mascot.

Peregrine falcons are the fastest animal on the planet, reaching
speeds of up to 382km per hour.
Their eyesight is 11 times better than a human’s, with binocular
vision registering on the ultra violet and infrared fringes of the
colour spectrum.
Sgt Penny Alert has been known to use her talents to practice long
and short range reconnaissance, even outside of unit-planned
activities.
With the help of a radio tracking system fitted to her after an
AWOL infringement early in her career, she took her handlers and
regimental staff on a six-hour wild falcon chase all around the
Robertson Barracks area in 2018.
Mascot handler, Sgt Paul Batty, said Sgt Penny Alert spent the day
following and observing the search party as they drove around
trying to find her.
“The tracker readings we were getting were spurious, so we
trekked all around camp three or four times and ended up across
the road from the barracks,” Sgt Batty said.
“As we were getting into the car after a few hours, about to stop
searching for the day, we spotted her on a branch less than 10
metres away.”
The boisterous bird lives in a mews next to regimental headquarters, and spends her day overseeing regimental activities from
different perches around the unit.

Boxer in ambulance configuration

On special occasions Sgt Penny Alert performs representative
duties such as attending Anzac Day services and commemorative
parades, and making educational visits at nearby schools.
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Battle of Coral-Balmoral
One of the Australian Army’s most significant battles of the Vietnam War was fought at the Fire Support Patrol Bases (FSPB or FSB) of Coral and
Balmoral. The battle is remembered for the courage of Australian soldiers who fought desperately as hundreds of troops from the 7th Division of
the North Vietnamese Army hammered their positions.
The battle occurred in May 1968, after the main elements of
the 1st Australian Task Force, compromising 1RAR and 3RAR,
established FSB Coral 20 kilometres north of Bien Hoa (see
map courtesy of Australian War Memorial, Used with Permission). Coral’s purpose was to provide cover for foot patrols and
to intercept the route of the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong
withdrawal from their assaults on Saigon, the capital of South
Vietnam.
Within hours of the Australians establishing Coral on 12 May,
the hastily prepared perimeter was attacked by the North Vietnamese who overran several positions. In the grim, close-

quarter fighting that ensued, the Australians were able to drive the North Vietnamese back with the assistance of mortar and artillery fire. The base was
heavily attacked a second time on the night of 15-16 May. Less intense assaults
on Coral occurred in the following weeks, while skirmishes also occurred during
patrols into the surrounding territory.

An M2A2 howitzer with dirt bunding surrounding it

The No 6 gun which was overrun by the enemy before
being re-captured.
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Later in the month, the North Vietnamese turned their focus to FSB Balmoral, established by the Australians on 24-25 May, 4.5 kilometres to the
north of Coral. As at Coral, the North Vietnamese attacked Balmoral shortly after its establishment. The weight of Australian firepower, bolstered by the arrival of tanks, enabled the Australians to repel the assault. A further incursion on 28 May was dealt with similarly, inflicting heavy
losses on the attackers.
By 6 June, the assaults had ceased in a battle that was costly for both sides. The Australian newspaper’s front page headline after the first day of
fighting at Coral bluntly declared, ‘Second Worst Day of War for Australia’. Australian casualties throughout the battle were 25 men killed and 99
wounded, with a further ten New Zealanders and Americans wounded. The battle was certainly more damaging for the North Vietnamese and
Viet Cong, who lost upwards of 250 men killed.
The fighting during the Battle of Coral-Balmoral was atypical of the Australian experience of the Vietnam War, which generally focussed on counter-insurgency. Whereas the enemy generally avoided open conflict, on this occasion they brought the battle directly to the Australians after
actively seeking them out.
Coral and Balmoral heralded a marked increase in the number of troops the enemy was prepared to commit to battle, and an increase in the
weight of firepower they used. The battle emphasised the need for improved operational planning, and prompted a review of Australian Army
tactics, which among other findings reinforced the need to make better use of intelligence. Further, the battle helped to cement the value of
armour in South Vietnam. Prior to Coral-Balmoral, some elements of the Army were sceptical that Centurion Tanks could operate effectively in a
jungle environment. Their minds were changed after witnessing the powerful contribution the tanks made in support of the infantry during the
latter stages of the battle, both in defence and in bunker assaults.
The Royal Australian Regiment, the 3rd Cavalry Regiment, and the 1st Armoured Regiment were subsequently awarded the Battle Honour ‘Coral
-Balmoral’ for their role in the battle. Most notably, the Honour Title 'Coral’ was awarded to 102nd Field Battery, forty years after the battle, in
recognition of the professionalism, dedication and courage the battery displayed under extremely dangerous and confusing
conditions. This Honour Title is the only one
of its kind awarded by the Australian Army.

Centurion tanks arrive at
Fire Support Patrol Base
Coral

Gunner Lundt who was to be wounded six times during the battle
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Little Bit of Naval History
HMC Mermaid
The Mermaid was built in Howrah, India in 1816. The vessel was very small, of wood carvel construction, originally cutter rigged with a length
overall of 17 meters, a beam of 5.6 metres and a draught of 2.7 metres. The Mermaid became
famous when used by Lieutenant Philip Parker King RN to survey parts of the Australian coastline
missed by Mathew Flinders.
The Mermaid was commissioned on 16 October 1817 and was used in three of the four voyages
made by Parker King between December 1817 and April 1822 on his task of ‘Exploring and Surveying the Coast of Australia'. Philip Parker King was born on Norfolk Island in 1793 and has been
described as one of the greatest early Australian marine surveyors. In HM Cutter Mermaid, Parker King circumnavigated the Australian mainland and conducted the first reliable survey of the
Great Barrier Reef Inner Route, opening it to commercial traffic. It was on this circumnavigation
that Parker King named Careening Bay on the Kimberley coast, after bringing the HMC Mermaid
in for repair. Parker King carved ‘H.M.C. Mermaid 1820' into the trunk of a conspicuous Boab
tree in Careening Bay, in October of the year. The Boab is still there today.
On its last voyage, the then HM Colonial Schooner Mermaid was sailing to Fort Wellington,
Raffles Bay in what is now the Northern Territory, under Captain Nolbrow. The HMCS Mermaid
was wrecked on June 13, 1829 and subsequently sighted by HMS Crocodile in 1830 on a reef six
nautical miles due east of Frankland Reefs.
Source:
Australian Government Department of Environment and Energy, Famous Australian shipwrecks https://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/
shipwrecks/famous-australian
The History of Placing Coins on New Vessels
This maritime tradition is said to have its origins in ancient Roman times. Archaeologists have found wrecks where coins have been found under
the foot of the mast inside the socket of a ship’s mast-step, which is a large wooden block installed atop the keel and floor timbers, near the centre of a vessel.
Today the ancient phenomenon of mast-step coins relates to the modern tradition of “luck coins” which prevails in shipyards, worldwide. The
discovery of mast-step coins in association with numerous medieval and post-medieval ship-wrecks suggests that the interment of a coin in the
hold, or in the mast-step mortise or along the keel is among the longest lived of ancient maritime customs.
A coin was recovered from an ancient wreck known as the “Blackfriars” ship in 1962. It was an Imperial Bronze coin that represented the base
monetary unit of ancient Rome. It was ranked as one of the lowest denominations of Roman coinage. It was issued in the reign of Emperor Domitian in AD 88-89 and featured the Emperor on the face and the Goddess ‘Fortuna’ holding a steering oar on its reverse.
In theory this coin had been probably chosen for its reverse side in a hope that it’d bring good fortune to the ship. ‘Fortuna’ was a standard member of the Roman Pantheon and it was to show protection of the Emperor when travelling over the sea. Therefore the modern connection with
Fortuna and the concept of ‘Lady Luck’. Ancient Greeks and Romans also placed such coins under new buildings; therefore, it can’t be considered
exclusively of maritime nature. It was derived from a long standing religious tradition and this can be traced back to the consecration of the earliest Greek Temples, this tradition continued during the Roman era and was used in homes, civic buildings and of course ships.
These days the coin laying ceremony takes place at the keel laying in the early stages of the ship’s construction, when the ship builder places one
or two coins down as a symbol of good fortune. Coins are not usually fixed in place and are often retrieved when the ship sails out of dry-dock,
although they are sometimes welded to the keel.
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The Sinking of the Centaur
On 14 May 1943 Centaur was en route from Sydney to Cairns when she was sunk by a Japanese submarine south of Moreton Island, off the
Queensland coast. From the 332 people on board, only 64 survived.

THE CENTAUR WAS TORPEDOED AND SUNK WITH HEAVY LOSS OF LIFE BY A JAPANESE SUBMARINE ON 1943-05-14. (NAVAL HISTORICAL COLLECTION)
Centaur was a merchant vessel built in Scotland on the Clyde River, and was launched in 1924. She could carry a mixed cargo of passengers and
freight, and was employed on a run between Fremantle, Western Australia, and Singapore. When the war began in September 1939, she was
placed under the government's control. In November 1941 Centaur was one of the ships used in the search for HMAS Sydney, and found a lifeboat with survivors from the German raider Kormoran. Among the Germans rescued was the Kormoran's captain, Fregattenkapitdn Theodor Detmers.
Following Japan's entry into the war and the subsequent bloody fighting in Papua during 1942, Centaur was converted into a hospital ship with
the aim of ferrying patients between Port Moresby and Townsville. Her conversion began in January 1943 and was completed two months later.
Now the 2/3rd AHS Centaur, the vessel had a fully equipped operating theatre and dental surgery, and could carry 252 patients. She was also
clearly marked as a hospital ship. Around her freshly painted white hull a thick green band ran, broken in several places by large red crosses. At
night, the vessel was brightly illuminated by powerful spotlights.
Centaur kept her civilian crew, but her medical staff were all members of the army. The men were
from the Australian Army Medical Corps and the women were from the Australian Army Nursing
Service. Centaur only completed two voyages with patients, before she began her ill-fated third and
final voyage.
In the early afternoon of 12 May Centaur steamed from Sydney for Cairns carrying members of the
2/12th Field Ambulance. Shortly after 4 am on 14 May, while most people were asleep, a torpedo
struck Centaur's port side, hitting the oil fuel tank which ignited in a massive explosion. The bridge
superstructure collapsed and the funnel crashed onto the deck. Everything was covered with burning oil and a fire quickly began to roar across the ship. Water,
meanwhile, rushed in through the gaping hole in her side. Many of
those onboard not killed in the explosion or fire, were trapped as
the ship started to go down bow first, and then broke in two. In just
three minutes Centaur was gone.
The survivors were at sea for a day and half before they were rescued.
The ship's crew and medical staff suffered heavily, as did the 2/12th
Field Ambulance -178 men, from a total of 193, died. It was the nurses
though, who suffered the worst. Of the 12 nurses onboard only one,
Sister Nell Savage, survived. Although badly hurt herself, Sister Savage
concealed her injures and gave what help she could to the other survivors. After sharks circled their raft, and when ships and planes passed
without seeing them, a sing-along was organised to help keep up their
spirits. For her "conspicuous gallantry" Sister Savage was awarded a George Medal.
The loss of the Centaur deeply shocked Australia, and for many Australians she became a symbol of the determination to win the war. The attack on a clearly marked and illuminated hospital ship was taken as further proof that Australia was fighting against a
brutal enemy.
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Rawdon Hume "Ron" Middleton, VC
Ron Middleton enlisted in the Royal Australian Air Force on 14 October 1940, and trained as a pilot in the Empire Air
Training Scheme. He undertook initial flying training at No. 5 Elementary Flying Training School (5 EFTS) Narromine,
and advanced training in Canada. In February 1942 he joined No. 149 Squadron of the Royal Air Force, flying as second pilot on Short Stirling bombers. By July of that year he was appointed as an aircraft captain, and flew his first
raid as a pilot-in-command against Düsseldorf.
Victoria Cross action
On 28 November 1942, Middleton was captain of Stirling BF372 detailed to bomb the Fiat aircraft works at Turin. It
was his twenty-ninth combat sortie, one short of the thirty required for completion of a 'tour' and mandatory rotation off combat operations.
Middleton and his crew arrived above Turin after a difficult flight over the Alps, due to the low combat ceiling of the
"bombed-up" and "fueled-up" Stirling (due to its short stubby wings, designed to keep all up weight down, but of
little use at high altitudes). Over the target area Middleton had to make three low-level passes in order to positively
identify the target; on the third, the aircraft was hit by heavy anti-aircraft fire which wounded both pilots and the
wireless operator. Middleton suffered numerous grievous wounds, including shrapnel wounds to the arms, legs and
body, having his right eye torn from its socket and his jaw shattered.
He passed out briefly, and his second pilot, Flight Sergeant L.A. Hyder, who was also seriously wounded, managed to regain control of the plunging plane at 800 feet and drop the bombs, before receiving first aid from the other crew. Middleton regained consciousness in time to help recover control of his stricken bomber. Middleton was in great pain, was barely able to see, was losing blood from wounds all over his body, and could
breathe only with difficulty. He must have known that his own chances of survival were slim, but he nonetheless determined to fly his crippled
aircraft home, and return his crew to safety. During the return flight he frequently said over the intercom "I'll make the English Coast. I'll get you
home". After four hours of agony and having been further damaged by flak over France, Middleton reached the coast of England with five
minutes of fuel reserves. At this point he turned the aircraft parallel to the coast and ordered his crew to bail out. Five of his crew did so and landed safely, but his front gunner and flight engineer remained with him to try to talk him into a forced landing on the coast, something he must
have known would have risked extensive civilian casualties. He steered the aircraft out over the sea, off Dymchurch, and ordered the last two
crew to bail out. They then too bailed out, but did not survive the night in the English Channel. Middleton stayed with the aircraft, which crashed
into the Channel. His body was washed ashore on 1 February 1943.
The last line of his Victoria Cross citation reads: "His devotion to duty in the face of overwhelming odds is unsurpassed in the annals of the Royal
Air Force".
Middleton was posthumously promoted to pilot officer, and is buried at Beck Row, [Mildenhall], Suffolk. His Victoria Cross and uniform are displayed at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra.
Pilot Officers George Royde (navigator) and Norman Skinner (wireless operator) were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, while Flight Sergeant Leslie Hyder (2nd pilot), Flight Sergeant Douglas Cameron (mid-upper gunner) and Sergeant H.W. Gough (rear gunner) each received
the Distinguished Flying Medal. Coincidentally, Cameron (as a flying officer) would be a member of Flight Sergeant Ian Willoughby Bazalgette's
crew when the Canadian would be awarded a posthumous Victoria Cross in 1944.

Middleton (far right) and classmates from No. 7 Empire Air
Training Scheme course at No. 5 Elementary Flying Training
School Narromine posing in front of a Tiger Moth in 1940

Middleton's grave in Beck Row, Suffolk
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“Tommy”
Military poems by Rudyard Kipling
I went into a public-‘ouse to get a pint o’ beer,
The publican ‘e up an’ sez, “We serve no red-coats here.”
The girls be’ind the bar they laughed an’ giggled fit to die,
I outs into the street again an’ to myself sez I:
O it’s Tommy this, an’ Tommy that, an’ “Tommy, go away”;
But it’s “Thank you, Mister Atkins”, when the band begins to play,
The band begins to play, my boys, the band begins to play,
O it’s “Thank you, Mister Atkins”, when the band begins to play.
I went into a theatre as sober as could be,
They gave a drunk civilian room, but ‘adn’t none for me;
They sent me to the gallery or round the music-‘alls,
But when it comes to fightin’, Lord! they’ll shove me in the stalls!
For it’s Tommy this, an’ Tommy that, an’ “Tommy, wait outside”;
But it’s “Special train for Atkins” when the trooper’s on the tide,
The troopship’s on the tide, my boys, the troopship’s on the tide,
O it’s “Special train for Atkins” when the trooper’s on the tide.
Yes, makin’ mock o’ uniforms that guard you while you sleep
Is cheaper than them uniforms, an’ they’re starvation cheap;
An’ hustlin’ drunken soldiers when they’re goin’ large a bit
Is five times better business than paradin’ in full kit.
Then it’s Tommy this, an’ Tommy that, an’ “Tommy, ‘ow’s yer soul?”
But it’s “Thin red line of ‘eroes” when the drums begin to roll,
The drums begin to roll, my boys, the drums begin to roll,
O it’s “Thin red line of ‘eroes” when the drums begin to roll.
We aren’t no thin red ‘eroes, nor we aren’t no blackguards too,
But single men in barricks, most remarkable like you;
An’ if sometimes our conduck isn’t all your fancy paints,
Why, single men in barricks don’t grow into plaster saints;
While it’s Tommy this, an’ Tommy that, an’ “Tommy, fall be’ind”,
But it’s “Please to walk in front, sir”, when there’s trouble in the wind,
There’s trouble in the wind, my boys, there’s trouble in the wind,
O it’s “Please to walk in front, sir”, when there’s trouble in the wind.
You talk o’ better food for us, an’ schools, an’ fires, an’ all:
We’ll wait for extry rations if you treat us rational.
Don’t mess about the cook-room slops, but prove it to our face
The Widow’s Uniform is not the soldier-man’s disgrace.
For it’s Tommy this, an’ Tommy that, an’ “Chuck him out, the brute!”
But it’s “Saviour of ‘is country” when the guns begin to shoot;
An’ it’s Tommy this, an’ Tommy that, an’ anything you please;
An’ Tommy ain’t a bloomin’ fool — you bet that Tommy sees!

Editor’s Note
Articles in all editions of the Military History Group Newsletter have been sourced from the Australian Government, Army, Navy and Airforce newspapers, the Australian War Memorial Canberra via their web site, the Shrine of Remembrance web site and other various public information sites. Most
articles have been précised to enable them to fit our publication.

