A Quarterly Publication

SEPTEMBER 2015—I SSUE N O . 7

U3A N UNAWADING M ILITARY H ISTORY G ROUP
The Main Battle of Warsaw (Poland) August of 1915

2015 Program for Term 4

The main Battle of Warsaw (Poland) took place in August of 1915. After Germany’s victory at Gorlice-Tarnów
in June of 1915, General August von Mackensen led his troops over the San River to capture Przemysl. On
June 22nd, the Russian troops left Lvov, the Galician capital. A few days later, the German troops crossed
over the Dniester. During the early part of July, Mackensen’s troops were stopped because of attacks by the
Russians.
T ROOPS OF THE C ENTRAL P OWERS
On July 13th, the troops of the Central Powers ( armies from the Ottoman Empire, Austro-Hungarian Empire,
German Empire, and Bulgaria) started a new offensive that went across the whole front line. About one week
later, the German troops had arrived at Narev.
When the Russians saw this, they started to retreat very quickly back to the Ivangorod-Lublin-Chelm line. The
Russian troops were vastly outnumbered because of their earlier losses. The Russian Army grew weaker each
day as a result of chronic supply shortages which also caused a decline in morale.
E VACUATING P OLAND
During this period, the Russians ordered the civilians to evacuate Poland. This resulted in many hardships for
the Polish people. Their evacuations caused problems for the Russian troops too, because the people blocked
the roads. On July 22nd, the troops of the Central Powers crossed over the Vistula River.
R USSIAN T ROOPS ARE S URROUNDED
Germany’s Tenth and Niemen troops went to the northern end of the front to help surround the Russian troops.
During the last part of July, these troops had arrived at the Novo-Georgievsk (Russian fortress), north of Warsaw. The Russians chose to defend their Novo-Georgievsk fortress which cost them approximately 90,000
casualties.
Then Russia’s southern army had to retreat about 100 miles, near the Bug River. This left the Russians with
only a very small part of Congress Poland, basically just the Ivangorod fortress and Warsaw.
R USSIAN T ROOPS L EAVE W ARSAW
In early August, Russia’s Fourth Army had abandoned the Ivangorod fortress. Russia’s Grand Duke Nicholas
Nikolaevich then made the decision to evacuate his army from Warsaw. On August 5th, the Russians left
Warsaw. Germany’s 12th Army (commanded by General von Gallwitz) was able to easily capture Warsaw. On
August 21st, Tsar Nicholas II dismissed the Nikolaevich and took charge of the Russian army.
This ended Russia’s control of the city which they had ruled for close to 100 years. Germany’s Twelfth, Tenth,
and Eighth Armies continued attacks as they moved south and out of Prussia. The Germans captured Vilna,
Grodno, Bialystok, Brest-Litovsk, Ivangorod, and Kovno.
E FFECTS ON R USSIAN F ORCES
This caused the collapse of the front and sent the northern part of the Russian lines moving south out of Prussia. This resulted in Russia’s northern lines to fall back even further, ultimately to the eastern border areas of
Prussia before the war.
During the last part of September, just about all of the Russian troops had been completely pushed out of
Galicia and Poland. At this moment in World War I, the struggling Russian Army was no longer considered a
threat within the Eastern Front. This freed the German troops so they could focus their attentions on their war
in the west.
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Military History Group Members are invited to
consider presentations you might like to give
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German Cavalry entering Warsaw on
August 5, 1915.

Poniatowski Bridge in Warsaw after being
blown up by
the retreating Russian Army in 1915.

U3A equipment can be organised and assistance in the preparation of presentations can
be given if required.
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World War 1 Timeline - June 1915 to August 1915

September 5, 1915 - Russian Czar Nicholas II takes personal command of the Russian Army, hoping to rally his faltering troops. Losses to the Czar's army
from the Austro-German offensives in Galicia and Poland include over 1,400,000 casualties and 750,000 captured. Russia is also weakened economically by
the loss of Poland's industrial and agricultural output. Additionally, the ongoing mass exodus of Russian troops and civilians from Poland, called the Great
Retreat, spurs dangerous political and social unrest in Russia, undermining the rule of the Czar and his Imperial government.
September 6, 1915 - Bulgaria enters the war on Germany's side with an eye toward invading neighboring Serbia. Thus far in the war, Austria-Hungary has
tried, but failed, three times to conquer Serbia in retaliation for the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand. Now, the Austrians, aided by Germany and Bulgaria,
plan to try again. With the addition of Bulgaria, Germany now has three allies in the war including Austria-Hungary and Turkey. This alliance is called the
Central Powers due to their geographic location, primarily in central Europe.
September 18, 1915 - The Germans announce an end to their first U-Boat campaign, begun in February, which had targeted ships around the British Isles.
This comes in response to increasing protests from the United States following American civilian deaths at sea. The U-Boats are then sent by the Germans to
wreak havoc in the Mediterranean Sea, away from American shipping lanes in the Atlantic.
September 25, 1915 - On the Western Front, the British use poison gas for the first time as they launch an attack against the German 6th Army in the Artois.
Chlorine gas is released from over 5,000 cylinders, creating a poisonous cloud that drifts toward the Germans, opening a gap in their front line. The British
advance and quickly seize their objective, the town of Loos, but then fail to capitalize on the four-mile-wide breach in the German lines. The Germans regroup
and when the British resume the attack the next day they are mowed down in the hundreds by well-placed German machine-gunners. In all, the British suffer
50,000 casualties during the Loos offensive. British Army Commander John French is then sacked, replaced by Douglas Haig.
September 25, 1915 - The French 2nd Army in Champagne attacks the weakest part of the German lines, creating a six-mile-wide breach that is three miles
deep. The German 3rd Army then rushes in reinforcements, regroups its defence lines and plugs the gap. Facing strong resistance, the French break off the
attack.
September 26, 1915 - The French launch their third attempt to seize Vimy Ridge from the Germans in Artois, and this time they secure the ridge.
September 26-28, 1915 - In the Middle East, a British victory occurs at the Battle of Kut al-Amara in Mesopotamia as they defeat the Turks. The resounding
victory spurs an ambitious move by the British to venture onward to quickly capture Baghdad. However, that attempt fails and the troops return to Kut-alAmara and dig in.
October 6, 1915 - The invasion of Serbia begins as Austro-German troops attack from the north. Five days later, the Bulgarians attack from the east. The
outnumbered Serbs have their poorly supplied troops stretched too thinly to defend both fronts. Belgrade then falls to the Germans and the Bulgarians capture
Kumanova, severing the country's north-south rail line. This leaves the overwhelmed Serbian troops no option other than to retreat westward through the
mountains into Albania.

The Kaiser's eldest son and heir, Crown Prince Frederick Wilhelm, at the wheel. In pre-war Europe, the international press had followed the young
Prince's every move, including various romances, world travels, personality traits etc. During the war his popularity among Germans was overshadowed by Hindenburg. The military minded Prince had command of an army on the Western Front, but proved to be incompetent. Once he
made up his mind, he was unwilling to heed contrary advice from experienced generals. Thus he wasted the lives of some of Germany's best regiments, especially around Verdun. Regardless, he was repeatedly praised and decorated by his father. One general, however, spoke up. When
called on the carpet by the Kaiser to answer for a bungled maneuver and its excessive troop loses, the general reportedly told the Kaiser, "It's not
my fault. Your brat of a son insisted upon it." The general promptly saluted, then immediately exited the room and shot himself dead.
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US Marines Demonstrate High Mobility Artillery
Rocket System in Northern Territory
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The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) today received its first EA-18G Growler

The powerful capability of the High Mobility Artillery Rocket System
(HIMARS) was displayed during Exercise Talisman Sabre 2015 (TS15) at
the Bradshaw Field Training Area (BFTA).

The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) today received its first EA-18G
Growler. Prime contractor Boeing and the U.S Navy formally presented the
aircraft to the RAAF at a ceremony in St Louis in the United States.

The HIMARS was deployed to the Northern Territory by the 3rd Battalion
12th Marine Regiment (3/12), an artillery battalion based in Okinawa,
Japan.

Former Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Geoff Brown (ret’d), who represented
the RAAF at the ceremony, confirmed that Australia would be the first nation
outside the United States to fly the airborne electronic attack platform.

HIMARS is able to engage and defeat artillery, air defence concentrations,
B-vehicles or light armour and personnel carriers, as well as support troop
and supply concentrations.

“The Growlers will complement our existing and future air combat capability,
and ours will be a much more lethal force with this advanced technology,” Air
Marshal Brown said.

The HIMARS launches its rockets or missiles then moves away from the
area at high-speed before enemy forces can locate the launch site.

“In many respects, it’s the final piece of the air power jigsaw puzzle for the
RAAF, and my prediction is it will have one of the biggest strategic effects for
the Australian Defence Force since the introduction of the F-111 in the 1970s.”

CO 3/12, Lt-Col Neil J. Owens, said the HIMARS was a long-range precision fires capability which provided accurate fires to within 10 metres, out
to a range of 300km.
“The system can fire in all weather conditions, which means it can provide
support when other agencies, such as aircraft, are unable to do so and it is
deployable by the C-130 aircraft,” Lt-Col Owens said.
“Our presence at the BFTA is an indication of our ability to deploy the
HIMARS anywhere within the United States Pacific Command area of
responsibility and demonstrates our ability to be prepared for any type of
exercise or bilateral activities and contingencies.
“BFTA is a great training area for our battalion and we have been working
with the Australian soldiers from 8/12 Regt RAA, which was a tremendous
opportunity for us.
“We have learnt a great deal working with them – they are very professional troops.”
TS15 is the largest combined military exercise undertaken by the ADF and
provides invaluable experience to ADF personnel to improve combat training, readiness and interoperability by ex-posing participants to a wide
spectrum of military capabilities and training experiences.
During the exercise two guns from 8/12 Regt’s 101 Bty joined 3/12’s Mike
Bty to fire as a combined Australian and US eight-gun M-777 battery.
Capt Christopher D’Aquino, of 8/12 Regt RAA, said it was very impressive
to see the United States Marine Corp’s deep-strike capability.
“It ties in well to Advanced Field Artillery Tactical Data System (AFITADS)
used by the Australian Army and shows us how the marines use it in their
construct,” Capt D’Aquino said.
“During TS15 we have also been conducting air-mobile operations in order
to provide deep-strike support and brigade assaults.
“Our guns were air-lifted by CH-53 Super Stallion for the first time and our
forward observers were inserted by USMC Black Hawks.
“It was a demonstration of a big capability, considering our transition under
Plan Beersheba, and that we don’t have CH-47 Chinooks based in Darwin.”

A derivative of the F/A-18F Super Hornet, the EA-18G Growler is the only
aircraft in production providing tactical jamming and electronic protection.
The Growler will enhance Air Force’s current fleet of 24 Super Hornets and
future fleet of F-35A Lightning II Joint Strike Fighters, and advances ‘Plan
Jericho’, the initiative to transform the Air Force into an integrated, networked
force able to deliver air power in all operating environments. Growler will also
be a key enabler for both maritime and land forces.
The first aircraft to be delivered, A46-301, made its first flight on July 13 but
was formally presented in front of RAAF and US Navy representatives, Boeing
employees and the Governor of Missouri, Jay Nixon.
“The aircraft will now fly to Naval Air Station China Lake, California, for flight
testing and then Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Washington State, where
RAAF operators will continue training with U.S. Navy aircrew to gain expertise
in the highly technical electronic warfare mission,” Air Marshal Brown said.
The second RAAF Growler has also made its first flight, while the following 10
aircraft are in various stages of assembly at Boeing’s St Louis plant. On current plans, all 12 aircraft will arrive in Australia by the end of 2017.
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Mephisto – Rarest Tank in the World
After 70 years of exhibition in Queensland the First World War German tank Mephisto has arrived at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra. To commemorate the centenary of the First World War, the Memorial has collaborated with the Queensland Museum to display Mephisto outside Brisbane for
the first time since it was transported from Europe after the end of the First World War.
Tanks were one of the First World War’s major technological innovations. They were first developed by the British, and were later taken up by France.
The Germans began developing their own tanks after the British first deployed theirs during the battle of the Somme in 1916.
Of Germany’s A7V Sturmpanzerwagen, only 20 were ever built for use in war. They saw limited service on the Western Front in 1918, and today only
one survives – number 506, “Mephisto”.
The A7V was German-designed, and number 506 was part of the first German army tank detachment. Like most of the tanks in this unit, it bore a white
skull-and-crossbones on the front armour plating beneath the main gun. Most of the German tanks were given names like “Siegfried”, “Wotan”, and
“Gretchen”. Their crews often added their own decoration, painting over the standard field grey finish or the previous crew’s decoration.
Tank 506 was painted with the figure of Mephistopheles, the red, smiling Faustian demon, on the upper front left armour plate. Cheekily tucked under the
demon’s arm was a rhomboid-shaped British tank. The original skull-and-crossbones was overpainted with a singlecross pattée, or German cross. This
same black and white cross was repeated prominently on both sides of the tank, giving it unique identity within the small tank unit. It was named Mephisto, in honour of its fiery decoration.
Mephisto fought its first ever battle at St Quentin on 21 March 1918. Its second operation came at Villers-Bretonneux on 24 April 1918. In that attack it
became stranded in a shell crater, and was eventually recovered from the battlefield by men of the AIF and their British comrades. It was moved to the
training ground of the British 5th Brigade, Tank Corps, at Vaux-en-Amiénois and later to Poulainville (near the city of Amiens) until early October 1918.
During this time countless allied soldiers left their marks on the vehicle, and the armour became littered with names, quotes, drawings, and paintings.
The most prominent piece of art applied was a counterpart to the German demon: a large, crown-wearing British lion, its right paw resting on an A7V
tank.
Brought to Australia in 1919 as a war trophy, Mephisto has been housed at the Queensland Museum in Brisbane ever since. The machine was so heavy
that a special crane had to be erected on the wharf to unload it. On its way to the museum the tank’s caterpillar tracks gouged the road, and its sides
damaged several buildings as it was dragged around corners. It was initially placed in the grounds of the museum, and the inscriptions and paintings
adorning its sides were badly weathered and faded by exposure to the elements, while parts of the tank were pried off by members of the public. Mephisto’s current paint scheme was applied by the Queensland Museum in 1988.
Eighteen of the original 20 A7Vs produced by Germany survived the war more or less intact. However, most were scrapped in the years immediately
following the Armistice. Mephisto is the world’s only remaining example.
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Volunteer Corps and Militia Units formed in the Australian Colonies 1854—1901
Not until 1854 were volunteer corps and militia again formed in the Australian colonies, but news of war between Britain and Russia in the Crimea led to the
establishment of volunteer corps in some colonies and the formation of informal rifle clubs in others. When the Crimean War ended in 1856 volunteer units
faded, to be revived in 1859 when it appeared that Napoleon III was preparing to invade England. By early 1860 most suburbs and towns in Australia supported a volunteer unit, usually a rifle corps.
.For the rest of the century volunteer corps became more organised, with instruction duties placed in the hands of professional soldiers. In the early 1890s
several thousand citizen soldiers were mobilised in eastern Australia to assist regulars and police to maintain order during the maritime and shearing strikes
of the early 1890s. In 1899 trained citizen soldiers were given the opportunity to test their skills in the Boer War, to which the colonial governments, and later
the Commonwealth, sent contingents. The administration of colonial military forces passed to the Commonwealth on 1 March 1901, following Federation.
Although much of the military training undertaken by volunteers in the colonies was aimed at meeting external threats, European settlement was accompanied by a protracted and undeclared war against Australia's Indigenous inhabitants. Fighting was localised and sporadic, following the frontiers of European
settlement across the continent and continuing in remote areas of central and Western Australia until the 1930s. British soldiers (as distinct from armed police
and civilians) became involved only rarely, notably during the period of martial law in Tasmania between 1828 and 1832, and in New South Wales in the mid1820s and late 1830s. Military authorities did not usually regard Aborigines as posing sufficient threat to warrant the expense of committing military forces to
pursue them, and most of the fighting was conducted by the settlers, assisted by police.
The conflict between Europeans and Aboriginal Australians followed a broadly similar pattern. At first, the Aborigines tolerated the settlers and sometimes
welcomed them. But when it became apparent that the settlers and their livestock had come to stay, competition for access to the land developed and friction
between the two ways of life became inevitable. As the settlers' behaviour became unacceptable to the Indigenous population, individuals were killed over
specific grievances; these killings were then met with reprisals from the settlers, often on a scale out of all proportion to the original incident. Occasionally
Aborigines attacked Europeans in open country, resulting in encounters somewhat akin to conventional battles, usually won by the Europeans. Resistance
was more successful when Aboriginies employed stealth and ambush in rugged country. In addition to guerrilla tactics, Aboriginies also engaged in a form of
economic warfare, killing livestock, burning property, attacking drays which carried supplies, and, in Western Australia in the 1890s, destroying telegraph
lines.
It is estimated that some 2,500 European settlers and police died in this conflict. For the Aboriginal inhabitants the cost was far higher: about 20,000 are
believed to have been killed in the wars of the frontier, while many thousands more perished from disease and other unintended consequences of settlement.
Aboriginal Australians were unable to restrain – though in places they did delay – the tide of European settlement; although resistance in one form or another
never ceased, the conflict ended in their dispossession.

An informal group photograph of spectators and competitors taken during a rifle
shooting competition between ten men of the Hobart Town Volunteers Artillery
and ten men from the First Rifles. The men are all holding pattern 1853 .577 inch
Enfield rifles. Tasmania, 17 October 1863

Three officers of the South Australian Company, c. 1899, wearing full dress. The helmet
with feather hackle was worn in India and Australia in place of the traditional feather bonnet,
as a concession to the climate
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Shrine Of Remembrance Events - August through to November (Poppies are Centenary Presentations)
Tuesday 16 September, 5:30pm
Join maritime archaeologist and Executive Director of Heritage Victoria, Tim Smith, as he presents an illustrated talk on the fate of Austrlia's E-class submarines and their legacy.
Curator Tour: Australia Will Be There Exhibition
Wednesday 24 September, 4:00pm
Join the Shrine Manager of Exhibition, Jean McAuslan, on a tour of the Centenary of the First World War exhibition.
For King and Country Panel Discussion
Wednesday 24 September, 5:30pm
Two of Australia’s renowned military historians will be joined by the Ambassador to Belgium to discuss the outbreak of the First World War which, in
its time, was considered to be the war to end all wars.
Talks and Events
Wednesday 1 October, 12:30pm
To commemorate the 70th anniversary of
the D-Day Landings on 6 June 1944, Dr Mark Johnston discusses the largest seaborne invasion in history.
Lost Boys of ANZAC
Tuesday 14 October, 5:30pm
In his most recent publication, Lost Boys of ANZAC,
Professor Stanley traces the first wave of Australian troops that landed on Gallipoli and died on 25
April 1915. He offers sobering insights and salutary
conclusions on the eve of centenary.
ANZACs on the Wall
Thursday 23 October, 5:30pm
Singers, songwriters and entertainers,
Jim Brown and Vince Brophy use music from The Lone Pine Guitar, crafted from a branch of the Shrine’s
former Lone Pine tree, to tell the story of Danny Clancy.
Film Screening: Forty Thousand Horsemen
Thursday 30 October, 5:30pm
In a cinematic tribute to the mounted troops of the Australian Light Horse regiments, director Charles Chauvel presents his 1940 feature-length film Forty
Thousand Horsemen.
Join us for our first film screening in the Shrine’s new auditorium.
Meet The Rats
Thursday 6 November, 12:30pm
Meet our Rats of Tobruk, Ron Williamson and Bob Semple, as they share their recollections of the siege of Tobruk 73 years ago.
Shrine of Remembrance Annual Dinner 2014
Monday 17 November, 6:30pm
Join us from 6:30pm on Monday 17 for the Shrine of Remembrance Annual Dinner at the Melbourne Town Hall.
This year, the Shrine of Remembrance Annual Dinner will commemorate the centenary of the First World War in which 114,000 Victorians enlisted and
19,000 were killed. Join us for a night of musical entertainment, fascinating guest speakers and the opportunity to win some very special prizes. All proceeds raised from the Dinner will support the Shrine’s Education Program.
Regional Lecture Bairnsdale: The Other ANZACs
Wednesday 26 November, 5:30pm
Join Peter Rees as he tells the story of the ‘other’ ANZACs who worked in the hospital camps, wards and tent surgeries on the edge of some of the most
horrific battlefronts of human history.
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