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The Armistice is Signed 

This cablegram notified the Prime Minister's Department of the signing of the Armistice. The cease-fire came into effect 

at 11am Paris time, hence the oft-quoted 'eleventh hour, eleventh day of the eleventh month'. 

 

“Germany signed armistice no more shooting”. 

      Diary entry, Sapper Harold Grant, Royal Australian Engineers, 11th November 1918 

      

Over the last four years the Nunawading Military History Group have celebrated  in their quarterly Military History Newsletter the Centenary 

of WW1 events, this commenced with Death Of An Army—The 1st Battle of “Ypres” October / November 1914. We then expanded our quar-

terly editions to include a WW1 centenary timeline for each 3 months of the war always with a key feature on a battle or incident that oc-

curred 100 years ago. This Commemorative Edition covers the  Armistice, an article of the last Australians to fall and other aspects of Austral-

ia’s participation and our Diggers humour. 

“Lest we Forget” 
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Armistice of 11th  November 1918 
 
The Armistice - the agreement to stop fighting - was signed between France, Britain, and Germany on 11th November 1918, bringing four 
years of fighting in the First World War to an end.  
 
The agreement signed was by representatives of France, Great Britain and Germany to end fighting as a prelude to peace negoti ations. The 
Treaty of Versailles signed six months later would act as the peace treaty between the nations. Although "armistice" is used as a term to 
describe any agreement to end fighting in wars, "The Armistice" commonly refers to the agreement to end the fighting of the F irst World 
War. 
 
The Armistice began at on 11th November 1918 at 11am (French time) - the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month. The 
Armistice itself was agreed 6 hours earlier at 5am with the first term of it being that fighting would end at 11am.  
 
The signing of The Armistice took place in Ferdinand Foch's railway carriage in the Forest of Compiègne, about 37 miles (60 k m) north of 
Paris. The location was chosen as it was remote and discreet. Ferdinand Foch was the French military commander.  
 
The Armistice was designed to end the fighting of World War One, and the terms of it would make it impossible for Germany to restart the 
war, at least in the short term. They were ordered to give up 2,500 heavy guns, 2,500 field guns, 25,000 machine guns, 1,700 aeroplanes 
and all submarines they possessed (they were originally asked to give up more submarines than they actually had!). They were also asked to 
give up several warships and disarm all of the ones that they were allowed to keep.  
 
If Germany broke any of the terms of the Armistice, such as not evacuating areas they were ordered to evacuate, not handing o ver weapons 
or prisoners of war in the timescales given or causing damage to any individual or their property, fighting would begin again  with 48 hours 
notice. 
 
Germany was ordered to provide information about the location of mines or traps they had placed and reveal what other things they had 
deliberately destroyed or caused damage too (such as polluting or poisoning springs or wells).  

 
By signing The Armistice and the Treaty of Versailles, 

Germany were made to accept the blame for the First 

World War and would have to pay reparations for the 

damage caused, estimated to total about AUD$40 

billion (AUD$1,954,billion in current money). It was 

only in 2010 that Germany paid off its war debt, with 

a final payment of AUD$106 million. 

 
Whereas Germany viewed the terms of the Armistice, 

and the Treaty of Versailles signed the following year, 

as too harsh, the French saw it as too lenient.  

 
Armistice Day, Remembrance Day or Veterans Day is 
commemorated in many countries involved in the 
First World War on November 11th every year or on 
the Sunday nearest to it (or, as is becoming more 
common, on both days). Several countries remember 
the people lost during the First World War and other 
wars by holding a two minute silence at 11am on that 
day. In the United Kingdom, Remembrance Day cere-
monies have been televised every year since 1946, 

although the first live broadcast was in 1937.  
 
In 1940, another armistice was signed in the same railway carriage in the Forest of Compiègne. This time it was Germany forci ng France to 
sign an agreement to end fighting against them in World War Two, which was essentially a French surrender. To add to the deli berate humil-
iation further, Adolf Hitler sat in the same seat that Ferdinand Foch sat in in 1918. The carriage was taken and exhibited in Germany, but 
was destroyed in 1945. 
 
 
 

On the last day of the war there were 10,944 casualties, of whom 2,738 men died,  

U3A Nunawading Military History Group  

The signing of the Armistice, vintage engraving. Inside the wagon of the Armistice at 
Compiègne (Rethondes).  
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Wireless signal sent by 2nd Australian Division regarding the ceasefire 1918. Text reads: "Message from General Foch to Commander in 

Chief BEF reads Hostilities will cease on the whole front on the 11th November French Time 11 O'clock AAA. The Allied troops will not cross 

until further orders the line reached on that date at that time AAA. Signed Foch 6.35 am"  

  

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C92543
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Map showing the final advance of Australian Corps from 27 March - 5 October, 1918.   

An attack on 5 October was to be the last in which Australian troops would take part. The last brigade fought and took Montbrehain village, and 

with that, the Hindenburg Line was completely broken. The defence of this sector was then handed over to Americans troops, while the Australi-

ans, exhausted and depleted, were withdrawn for a rest. 

By this time, most Australian troops had been fighting for six months without a break, 11 out of 60 battalions were disbanded because there 

were so few men left in them, and 27,000 men had been killed or wounded since the Battle of Amiens. The troops were worn and war weary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/exhibitions/1918/battles/amiens
https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/exhibitions/1918/battles/warweary
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The Last  Australians  to Fall 

The war was drawing to a close. Corporal Albert Davey was a 34-year-old ex-miner from Ballarat. A married man, he had left Australia two years 
earlier as a member of the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company. By late 1918, with the armies moving quickly over open country, there was little 
underground activity on the Western Front and Davey and the other tunnellers found themselves being used on general engineering, roadworks, 
bridging and labouring jobs. 

Throughout October 1918, with the Somme battlefields and the Hindenburg Line behind them, the British Fourth Army continued to advance 
eastward, pressing hard on the heels of the retreating Germans. At this time there were about 100,000 Australians serving on the Western Front. 
Most of them were in the five divisions of the Australian Corps under Lieutenant General Sir John Monash. These divisions had fought their way 
to the Hindenburg Line and three of them had taken part in the breakthrough or in the attacks on the line’s reserve system a few days later. Their 
last action had been the capture of Montbrehain on 5 October. Now they were resting. The divisions had been withdrawn to recover, although 
much of their artillery continued to support the advancing American and British corps for another month. 

But there was no rest for the tunnellers. They were army troops and were available for use whenever the British should need them. They some-
times found themselves alongside their countrymen, and in the previous months they had been attached to the Australian Corps. Now they were 
with the British IX Corps/ The 1st Tunnelling Company was probably the best known for its work in mid-1917 when its men dug under the German 
lines at Hill 60 in Belgium and denoted huge mines, blowing the enemy sky-high during the battle of Messines. After the war the unit erected a 
permanent memorial in those cratered fields and it is still there today. 

Throughout October the enemy continued to fall back. The Germans may have been a beaten force but they were still capable of inflicting heavy 
casualties and the oncoming wet and cold weather was threatening to slow or stop British progress. On 1 November Captain Oliver Holmes 
Woodward, commander of 1st Australian Tunnelling Company, received the news that No. 4 Section of his company would be attached to a field 
company of the Royal Engineers in support of an attack by the British 1st Division across the Sambre–Oise Canal. This was to be part of a major 
battle to be launched on a wide frontage in only a few days. 

Woodward, a former mining engineer, was a brave and intelligent man and had already been awarded the Military Cross and Bar. The second 
award was for his recent courageous work during the British Fourth Army’s advance when the Australians, Americans and British, fighting side-by-
side, broke through the German Hindenburg Line. After the war he would have a distinguished civil mining career and become General Manager 
of North Broken Hill Ltd. 

In the weeks leading up to this battle the army’s advance had taken it beyond Le Cateau – remembered as the 
site of a stand by the British in 1914 during their retreat from Mons – and up to the Sambre canal. This water-
way was not as formidable as the St Quentin canal that the Germans had incorporated into their Hindenburg 
Line; still, no crossing would be possible without heavy fighting and further casualties. 

The canal facing the British was a significant obstacle for the advancing infantry and the accompanying tanks 
and guns. It provided the Germans with the opportunity to make a solid stand. Woodward later said: “No. 4 
Section probably had to thank me for their task as my course of training at the bridging school most likely gov-
erned my selection.” The Australians’ role was to unload and assemble heavy steel joists during the night and 
bring them and other material up to the canal. Later, and once the infantry had established a bridgehead, they 
were to construct a heavy-duty bridge near a lock suitable for tanks to cross. It would all have to be done under 
enemy fire. 

On the morning of 3 November, a Sunday, as the tunnellers prepared to move up closer to the front line in prep-
aration for the attack, Corporal Albert Davey went to Woodward and said he was convinced he was about to die. 
Woodward regarded the man as one of his best non-commissioned officers and was surprised when he was 
asked to take care of Davey’s personal belongings and promise to send them to his wife if anything should hap-
pen to him. Davey must have seen that the war might soon be over and felt that going into one more heavy 
battle was chancing his hand too far. 

Woodward spoke to him firmly and told him not to be foolish. 

Zero hour for the attack was set for 5.45 am on 4 November. From that moment the ground shook from the 
massed artillery fire falling on the opposing positions. Australian gunners contributed to this artillery barrage. Davey was killed by enemy shelling 
while waiting for the order to move forward. Woodward later recalled that he went ahead at 6 am, “just in time to see Major Findlay of the 409th 
Field Company [Royal Engineers] lead his men across the lock”. 

Major George Findlay, a Scot with whom the Australians were operating, led bridging and assault parties. His men were to bring forward impro-
vised light bridges to throw across the waterway to allow the infantry to cross. They were met with heavy enemy shelling and machine-gun fire. 
Findlay urged men forward only to have them repeatedly shot down; he too was wounded. Still, this brave officer repaired a vital bridge and got 
it into position. He took his men over the bridge and the infantry followed. For his actions that morning he was awarded the Victoria Cross. 

Woodward was decorated for his work that day too. Once again he received the Military Cross; remarkably, it was his third such award. The rec-
ommendation read: 

His section was entrusted with the construction of a heavy bridge to carry tanks. The successful completion of this work done within 5 hours  was 
mainly due to his detailed preparations made at very short notice, and his example and disregard of danger under intense artillery and machine-
gun fire. 

           Continued over 

Captain Oliver Holmes Woodward 
MC and Bar and 2nd Bar  

U3A Nunawading Military History Group  
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The Last  Australians  to Fall Continued 

The British attack inflicted a decisive blow. The Germans retreated and in the following week only the cavalry could keep up with them. The Aus-
tralian divisions, having had a period of recovery, began to move towards the battle front. On 10 November, beyond Le Cateau, the 1st and 4th 
Divisions began relieving some of the tired British troops who had fought across the canal. However, they would not have to go into action again: 
next day the news quickly spread that the war was over. The Germans had signed an armistice. 

Sadly, Corporal Davy’s premonition had proved correct. He had been killed as the battle opened, as had two other Australians, Sappers Arthur 
Johnson and Charles Barrett. The three Australians were buried in a row, together with about 50 other British soldiers, in the military extension of 
the local cemetery not far away at the village of Le Rejet-de-Beaulieu. The padre from Captain Findlay’s company conducted a service. 

The death in battle of three diggers of the tunnelling company so close to the end of the war was tragic. They seem to have been the last Australi-
an fatalities in a ground action on the Western Front. On the same day, further north, three pilots of the Australian Flying Corps were killed in air 
combat. 

These few men made the same sacrifice as tens of thousands of others during the war, yet their deaths seem all the more poignant because they 
died only a week before the war ended and when very few Australians were still in action. For the three tunnellers, it had been their misfortune 
to be serving apart from the main body of the Australian Corps and to be used in the Fourth Army’s final battle. 

Other Australians died away from the battle front. There were many in hospitals in France, Britain, the Middle East, Australia and other places 
who would succumb to wounds received earlier. Sickness and disease could also be as deadly as the enemy’s bullets. The last Australian battle 
deaths on the Western Front may have occurred on 4 November 1918. However there were more deaths in the following days, including about 
20 from illness and wounds on the last day of the war. 

Many thousands more would die of war-related causes in the decades to follow. 

Captain Thomas Baker  No. 4 Squadron, AFC  

4 November 1918 While German ground forces retreated on the Western Front in the closing weeks of the war, their air force continued to fight 
hard. The first few days of November were stormy and wet, but on 4 November the weather was clear and the scene was set for some of the last 
great air battles of the war. These fierce encounters east of Tournai resulted in the loss of five Snipe aircraft from No. 4 Squadron, AFC, and the 
deaths of three pilots. 

Mid-morning, a patrolling Snipe formation spotted a larger group of Fokker D.VIIs. Joining with some nearby British fighters, the Australians 
climbed and then attacked. Two Snipes did not return, although both pilots survived to become prisoners. 

Worse was to come. That afternoon No. 4 Squadron pilots flew a joint raid with SE5a fighters of No. 2 Squadron, AFC, and DH9 bombers of the 
Royal Air Force. As the formation turned for home, a dozen Fokkers were seen closing in. The Snipes climbed and then plunged into a swirling dog
-fight. Some German aircraft were claimed by the Australians, but three of their own were missing. Captain Thomas Baker and Lieutenants Parker 
Whitley Symons and Arthur John Palliser had all been shot down and their deaths were later confirmed. Both Palliser and Baker were aces. 

Recent research indicates that their opponents that day were from Jagdstaffel 2 “Boelcke” and that Symons was probably a victim of Leutnant 

Ernst Bormann. Other claims were made by Rittmeister Karl Bolle, the staffel commander. 

 

Self portrait of Gunner (later Captain) Thomas 

Baker, c. 1916  
Sopwith Snipe  

U3A Nunawading Military History Group  
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Commemorating the Work of the Diggers 

The army in France is a glorious army. Its camaraderie, its prestige, its spirit and endurance, its morale and confidence are wonderful. It is an 

army- British, Canadian, and French- united in a bond of fellowship such as there never was before in all history. 

 

- Letter, Lieutenant General John Monash  

A common remark made by veterans of the First World War in looking back on their experience is that what made it worthwhile was the close 

friendships and mates they found in the war.  

Shared experiences in the face of death forged a deep comradeship and understanding between the men of a company. This is reflected in the 

famous battle orders issued by Lieutenant F.P. Bethune to his group of seven men in No.1 section, 3rd Machine Gun Company, when sent to 

defend an exposed position in March 1918: 

Special Orders to No.1 Section 13/3/18 

(1) This position will be held, and the section will remain here until relieved. 

(2) The enemy cannot be allowed to interfere with this programme. 

(3) If the section cannot remain here alive, it will remain here dead, but in any case it will remain here. 

(4) Should any man, through shell shock or other cause, attempt to surrender, he will remain here dead. 

(5) Should all guns be blown out, the section will use Mills grenades and other novelties. 

(6) Finally, the position as stated, will be held. 

F.P. Bethune Lt 

O/C No.1 Section 

Even though Bethune may not have expected his orders to have been obeyed to the letter, he had enough knowledge of and confidence in his 

men to be able to write such an order: 

… not only was such a thing as surrender to the enemy an impossibility to such men as these, but … they knew that I knew they could not consider 

such a possibility, and so between us we enjoyed, in silence, the joke that, to an outsider, might have seemed a little grim. 

Sharing their particular brand of humour, it was the sense of spirit and friendship between Australians that provided the support and strength to 

get through the realities of daily life during the war. 

I got a shell splinter through my tin hat- fortunately it wasn't on my head at the time. I was very annoyed but my mate, Snow, couldn't see what I 

was upset about. He said the hat had never contained anything of value! 

- Diary entry, Gunner J.R. Armitage, 9 August 1918. 

In mid-August, Gunner J. R. Armitage wrote the following story: 

One day Bombardier Anderson M.M., a battery galloper came cantering along the canal bank towards us. A German shell burst in the canal be-

side him. It knocked them over without hurting either horse or rider but they were both thoroughly drenched and when he got to us, roared with 

laughter while he felt himself all over- nothing could upset that chap. 

Some men described how the war changed their idea of friendship: 

Before coming to this war I'd some ideas on the sanctity and stability of friendship between men, but am now quite convinced that it takes a real 

war to bring out all that is best or worst in any man, particularly when he expects to meet his maker at any instant. 

I'm proud to the heart's core of the fact that I'm an Australian, and if ever the true story of what the fine Australian divisions have done in this 

war is ever truthfully told, so will you and thousands more. 

- Letter, Lance Corporal A.H. McKibbin, 1918. 

Captain Francis Fairweather wrote in 1918 of the great pride he had for Australian men and their professionalism: 

On several occasions we have had the Divisional and other generals to see the team at work and in every case they have expressed themselves as 

being satisfied that we were working on right lines. The officers and men are now just at the very top of their form and I feel that all my plans and 

hopes are being fulfilled. It is a pleasure to see them, splendid, clean, eager and high-spirited and full of the consciousness of their superiority 

over the enemy. It makes one feel proud to be in command of such men. 

U3A Nunawading Military History Group  
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George Morby Ingram, VC & MM  

 

The Last VC in WWI 

Captured the lot 

Throughout 5 October, the Germans fought hard for Montbrehain. Typical of the action was the ad-
vance of Captain George Pollington's company of the 24th Battalion They were held up in front of the 
village by a German strong point and had to seek shelter from the heavy machine-gun fire. Everyone 
who showed himself was picked off. Company Sergeant Major George Cumming, who had been with 
the battalion since 1915, died trying to lead a charge. Then Sergeant David Witherden, another 1915 
man, dashed forward with his Lewis machine gun to within metres of the enemy and opened up. This 
brave action was followed up by Pollington himself, on one flank and a young, recently commis-
sioned officer, Lieutenant George Ingram. This rush captured 40 Germans and six machine guns. 
However, intense fire from other positions on the village brought Pollington's men to ground, once 
again, behind a sheltering bank. 

At this point Pollington was badly wounded. The fire seemed to be coming from a house 250-metres 
away.  The Australians hailed down a passing British tank by waving helmets in the air on top of their 

rifles and, as the tank passed, Ingram shouted, 'Follow me', and ran off behind the lumbering machine. The tank circled a big quarry lined by many 
Germans and Ingram jumped into it and shot several of them. More than 60 Germans from one dugout now surrendered along with 40 machine 
guns. But Ingram was not finished. He dashed on into the village and headed for a house from which a machine gun was firing. They found Ingram 
there, holding up 30 Germans in a cellar, having shot the machine gunner who had been firing from the cellar's ventilator. More of the enemy 
were now observed bolting from a window so Ingram burst into the back of the house rushed the cellar stairs and 'captured the lot'. As his compa-
ny had lost many of their leaders in the attack Ingram now made strenuous efforts, under heavy fire, to reorganise the men and establish posts in 
the village. For his outstanding leadership and bravery, at Montbrehain, George Ingram gained the Victoria Cross—the last Australian to receive 
this prestigious award in World War I.  

 

The Armistice 
SILENCE FALLS 

 

The echoes die, the smoke-clouds thin 

and pass, 

The cannons are, like statues, dumb and 

cold: 

Silent the crosses wait, and in the grass 

The spent shells gleam like gold. 

  Henry Weston Pryce 

Henry Weston Pryce, a business organiser of Waverley, New South 
Wales enlisted 31 May 1916, aged 25 and embarked from Mel-
bourne, Victoria, on board HMAT A17 Port Lincoln, 20 Oct. 1916. 
He served with the 6th Reinforcements 9th Machine Gun Company 
in France, where he was wounded in action, 1 Oct. 1917. He re-
turned to Australia 25 Nov. 1917. He began contributing to the Sun 
newspaper under the pseudonym Gunner 397, and was invited to 
join the staff. He wrote a column as Peter Persnurkus from 1922 
and was feature editor.  

Editor’s Note  

Articles in all editions of the Military History Group Newsletter have been sourced from the Australian Government, Army, Navy and Airforce newspapers, the Australian War Memorial Canberra via 

their web site, the Shrine of Remembrance web site and other various public information sites. Most articles have been précised to enable them to fit our publication.   

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U51464
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/ingram-george-mawby-6792
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_Cross
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