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U3A N UNAWADING M ILITARY H ISTORY G ROUP
Note from the Editor re WW1 Commemorations: The Military History Group Committee have elected to try
and produce one WW1 commemoration presentation per month at U3A so as not to overshadow other subjects which the Committee trust will be of interest. One page of this Newsletter will report a “Timeline” related
to WW1 Centaury events for the corresponding Newsletter period.eg each quarter of the year.

2015 Program for Term 3
Program may be subject to changes




16th July: Rob Ellis: Vimy Ridge



30th July: Mel Green: Unconditional
Surrender, Germany 1945



6th August: Guy Hull: History of Military Communications.



13th August: Rob Ellis: A History of
Battleships



20th August: Rob Ellis: Operation
Bernhardt, German currency counterfitting during WW11



27th August: Albert Isaacs: WW11
Home Forces

In opposition to the South African force, the Germans were able to put less
than three thousand Schutztruppe in the field and call upon roughly seven
thousand male settlers to bolster their numbers. German colonial officials
were unprepared for war and the German government held to the maxim, the
colonies must be defended in the North Sea. The Germans counted on the
Boers rising up to aid their efforts and stockpiled weapons in the case of such
an uprising. An uprising occurred in October 1914 and the Southwest Africa
campaign came to an abrupt halt. After putting down the Boer uprising, Botha
telegraphed London that he would resume campaigning on November 28,
1914. Botha assembled his troops, which included South Africans, Rhodesians, and an armored car regiment, at Swakopomund and began to move
inward across the Namib Desert. During this campaign, the South Africans
encountered German land mines and poisoned wells. In mid April, Botha's
northern force marched inland against stiff German resistance and Jan Smuts' southern force began to advance. This was the beginning of the final advance of the South African forces against the remaining German
forces. On May 5, 1915, Botha captured the rail centre of Karibib and later captured the colonial capital of Windhoek without a fight. After the capture of Windhoek, Botha met with German officials to discuss terms and
stated his terms as unconditional surrender. The South Africans pressed on, liberating prisoner of war camps,
and closing in on German forces. The German forces were in a hopeless position, outnumbered in a desolate
area, and with no chance of resupply.



3rd Sept: Kathleen & Bert Lopes: Boer
War Part 1



10th Sept:: Kathleen & Bert Lopes:
Boer War Part 2



17th Sept.: Rob Ellis: Horns of Hattin,
Crusaders 1187 battle

On July 9, 1915, the German forces surrendered. The
campaign was completed efficiently with
minimal loss of life.
The South African
Union Defence Force gun in the Kalahari
forces lost one hundred
thirteen killed to the Germans 1,331. Botha defeated both the German
forces and the Boer uprising, while at the same time securing South Africa's
borders and increasing the security of England's ocean line to the east. The
campaign provided a great service in securing imperial communications and
gained control of one of
Germany's larger colonies.
The campaign was a quick
British victory and resulted
in one of the first of many
conquests of German colonies by Allied forces.
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The War in West Africa July 1914
The July 1915 conquest of German Southwest Africa was a marked triumph for the British campaign in Africa.
The Southwest Africa campaign was the only World War I campaign planned, executed, and successfully completed by a British Dominion. German Southwest Africa (now Namibia) was a large territory, which was six
times the size of England and was Germany's second largest colony.
Upon the outbreak of the war, South African Prime Minister Louis Botha telegraphed London and told the London authorities that the imperial troops could be released and the South African Defense Force would guard the
Dominion. After conveying the crown's thanks, Botha was told that "if his troops could seize such parts of German Southwest Africa as would give them command of Swakopmund, Lüderitzbucht, and the wireless stations
there or in the interior, it would be a great and urgent imperial service." The South Africans were able to muster
a fifty thousand strong force and landed a force at Lüderitzbucht in September of 1914.

German Camel Corps in South-West Africa

Botha with Smuts

23 July: Mel Green: Story of the Mulberry Harbours
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Call for 2015 2016 Contributors
Military History Group Members are invited to
consider presentations you might like to give
or hear next year. U3A equipment can be
organised and assistance in the preparation
of presentations can be given if required.
Please also read the Convenor, Rob Ellis’s
notes on a proposed 2016 Program
“Transitions” Page 6
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World War 1 Timeline - June 1915 to August 1915
June 12, 1915 - After pausing to regroup, Austro-German troops resume their offensive in Galicia on the Eastern Front. Within five days, they break through
the Russian lines and push the Russian 3rd and 8th Armies further eastward. Russian casualties soon surpass 400,000.
June 16, 1915 - The French 10th Army launches its second attempt to seize Vimy Ridge from the Germans in the Artois. This time the troops encounter an
intensive artillery bombardment from the improved defenses of the German 6th Army. The French achieve their initial objective, but then succumb to a German
counter-attack, just as they did in the first attempt at Vimy. The French call off the Vimy offensive with 100,000 casualties. The Germans suffer 60,000.
June 23, 1915 - The First Battle of Isonzo begins as Italian troops attack Austrian defenses. Initial gains by the Italians are soon repulsed by the Austrians with
heavy casualties for both sides. Three additional battles are fought through the end of 1915 with similar results, totaling 230,000 casualties for the Italians and
165,000 for the Austrians.
July 1, 1915 - Russia creates a Central War Industries Committee to oversee production and address a severe shortage of artillery shells and rifles on the
Front. Russian soldiers in the field without rifles can only get them from fellow soldiers after they are killed or wounded.
July 9, 1915 - In Africa, the German Southwest Africa colony (present day Namibia) is taken by the Allies following 11 months of fighting between the Germans
and South African and Rhodesian troops loyal to the British.
July 13, 1915 - On the Eastern Front, the next phase of the combined Austro-German offensive against the Russians begins in northern Poland, with the
Austro-Germans advancing toward Warsaw. The Russian Army now gets weaker by the day due to chronic supply shortages and declining morale. Once
again, the Russians retreat, and also order a total civilian evacuation of Poland. This results in great hardship for the people as they leave their homes and
head eastward, clogging the roads and hampering the movement of Russian troops.
August 1, 1915 - The Fokker Scourge begins over the Western Front as German pilots achieve air supremacy using the highly effective Fokker monoplane
featuring a synchronized machine-gun that fires bullets through the spinning propeller. Although the technology was pioneered by French pilot Roland Garros,
the Germans copied and improved the synchronized gun idea after capturing his plane. The Fokker Scourge will last nearly a year, until Allied aerial technology
catches up.
August 5, 1915 - Warsaw is taken by Austro-Germans troops. This ends a century of Russian control of the city. After taking Warsaw, the Austro-Germans
move on to capture Ivangorod, Kovno, Brest-Litovsk, Bialystok, Grodno, and Vilna. By the end of September, Russian troops are driven out of Poland and
Galicia, back to the original lines from which they had begun the war in 1914. For the time being, the battered Russian Army has effectively been eliminated as
an offensive threat on the Eastern Front, freeing the Germans to focus more effort on the Western Front.
August 6, 1915 - Hoping to break the stalemate at Gallipoli, British renew the offensive. An additional 20,000 troops are landed but their attack is hampered by
poor communications and logistical problems. The Turks, led by Mustafa Kemal, respond by rushing in two divisions and the British offensive fails.

Italian Alpine Troops During First Battle of Isonzo 1915

ANZAC Cove Nighttime Turkish Shelling Of Australian and New
Zealand Positions 1915
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Vladimir Peniakoff - Popski’s Private Army
Popski's Private Army, officially No. 1 Demolition Squadron, PPA, was a unit of British Special Forces set up in Cairo in October 1942 by Major Vladimir Peniakoff, MC (nicknamed Popski; No. 1 Demolition Squadron was formed specifically to attack Field-Marshal Rommel's fuel supplies, in support of General Montgomery’s offensive at El Alamein.The unit became operational on 10 December 1942 as an 8th Army Special Forces unit. After the Long Range Desert Group (LRDG)
and the Special Air Service (SAS), PPA was the last and smallest of the three main irregular raiding, reconnaissance and intelligence units formed during the
North African Campaign.
When the Second World War broke out, the 42-year old Peniakoff applied to serve in the Royal Air Force, and the Royal
Navy, but was rejected. He was accepted by the British Army. Assigned to garrison duties as an Arabic-speaking junior officer
in the Libyan Arab Force(LAF), Popski plotted his escape and formed the Libyan Arab Force Commando (LAFC), a small
group of British and Libyan soldiers who operated behind the lines in the Jebel Akhdar area of Cyrenaica.

Vladimir Peniakoff

On his return to Cairo in the middle of 1942 Peniakoff was invited to join an LRDG raid in the area he had just left, learning
much about their ways. He lost the little finger on his left hand to an Italian bullet. He was awarded a Military Cross (MC) for
his previous intelligence reporting and petrol dump raiding while leading the LAFC for three months behind enemy lines, and
for the operation with the LRDG. While he was away the LAFC was disbanded. He was given the nickname Popski, from
a Daily Mirror cartoon character, by Captain Bill Kennedy Shaw, the LRDG's Intelligence Officer, because his signallers had
problems with “Peniakoff”. No. 1 Demolition Squadron was formed, the smallest independent unit of the British Army at 23 allranks. Peniakoff was asked to give the new unit a cover name, but vacillated. The unit's name ultimately came from Hackett's
exasperation at Popski’s delay: "You had better find a name quick or we shall call you Popski's Private Army"—"I'll take it".

PPA was unusual in that all officer recruits reverted to lieutenant on joining, and other ranks reverted to private. The unit was run quite informally: there was no
saluting and no drill, officers and men messed together, every man was expected to know what to do and get on with it, and there was only one punishment for
failure of any kind: immediate Return To Unit. It was also efficient, having an unusually small headquarters.
Events proceeded rapidly; the Germans and Italians were expelled from North Africa shortly after PPA became active. A joint LRDG-PPA patrol discovered the
gap in the mountains that let Montgomery's armour outflank Rommel's Mareth Line defences, and PPA was among the first elements of 8th Army, pushing west,
to meet the British 1st Army and American 2nd Corps, pushing east, in Tunisia in early 1943. Many PPA raiding and reconnaissance operations were carried out
around the time of the battle of Kasserine Pass, including taking the surrender of 600 Italians, alongside British and American forces.
The summer of 1943 was spent in Algeria and Tunisia recruiting and training new volunteers from the LRDG, SAS, Commandos and Royal Armoured Corps for
the fight in Italy, bringing the unit's size up to about 35 all ranks, with two fighting patrols and a small HQ. In September 1943 an advance patrol of PPA sailed
to Taranto on board the USS Boise and headed inland, where they discovered the hitherto unknown weakness of the German 1st Parachute Division opposing 1st Airborne. As a result of this success Popski was allowed
to increase the size of PPA to 80 all ranks; throughout the Italian Campaign
about 100 men were actually deployed at any one time.
Three fighting patrols, each of 18 men in six jeeps, and one Tactical HQ
patrol of four jeeps were formed and given great autonomy. Each jeep was
armed with .50in and .30in machine guns, giving the patrols immense
firepower for their size. The men trained hard for amphibious, mountain
and parachute operations, demolition and counter-demolition, reconnaissance and intelligence gathering.
Several operations used DUKWs or small landing craft
called RCLs (manned by 7 Royal Engineers who inevitably became known
as "Popski’s Private Navy") to sail up the Adriatic and get behind the German front line, escorted by the Royal Navy’s Coastal Forces.

A Popski Private Army Patrol in the Western Desert 1943

Throughout the bitter winter weather and fighting of 1944 and 1945 PPA undertook their operations ahead of regular forces, in support of British, Canadian, Indian and Polish armoured, infantry and commando units. They located targets for the Allied Air Force, chased Germans out of rear-areas, saved
bridges, captured many prisoners and guns, and accepted the surrender of the entire German garrison at Chioggia.
At various times PPA worked alongside other secret units such as the LRDG, SAS, No. 1 Special Force (SOE), Phantom, ‘A’ Force and Office of Strategic Services. Along the way they adopted many strays, including Russian, Italian and German POWs, Italian regulars and partisans, both royalist and communist. Popski
was awarded the Distinguished Service Order (DSO) in November 1944, Shortly afterwards he lost his left hand to a German rifle-grenade.
At the end of the war Popski’s Private Army sailed some of their jeeps on RCLs to Venice, where they drove around St. Mark's Square, the only wheeled vehicles
ever to have been there. The unit was disbanded four months later on 14 September 1945, after hunting for Himmler, disarming Italian partisans and discouraging Josip Broz Tito’s partisans from encroaching on Austrian and Italian territory.
By this time PPA personnel had gained between them a DSO, a Distinguished Conduct Medal, 6 MCs, 10 MMs, and 14 Mentions in Despatches; King George
VI had personally requested an account of the unit’s exploits.
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Australia’s New Air Warfare Destroyer HMAS Hobart
The first Hobart Class Air Warfare Destroyer (AWD) has been launched in Adelaide. These Hobart Class AWDs will provide air defence for accompanying
ships in addition to land forces and infrastructure in coastal areas, and for self-protection against missiles and aircraft. The Aegis Combat System incorporating the state-of-the-art phased array radar, AN/SPY 1D(V), in combination with the SM-2 missile, will provide an advanced air defence system capable of
engaging enemy aircraft and missiles at ranges in excess of 150km.
The AWDs will carry a helicopter for surveillance and response to support key warfare areas. The surface warfare function will include long range anti-ship
missiles and a naval gun capable of firing extended range munitions in support of land forces.
The Hobart Class will also conduct Undersea Warfare and be equipped with modern sonar systems, decoys, surface-launched torpedoes and an array of
effective close-in defensive weapons.
These capabilities ensure the AWDs have the layered defensive and offensive capability required to counter conventional and asymmetric threats.
S HIPS




HMAS Hobart (III)



HMAS S YDNEY (V)

HMAS Brisbane (III)

C HARACTERISTICS






Length 146.7 metres
Beam: 18.6 metres
Draft: 7.2 metres
Full Load Displacement: 7,000 tonnes

P ERFORMANCE




Top Speed: 28+ knots
Range: 5,000+ nautical miles at 18+ knots

C REW



Approx 180

A CCOMMODATION



234

C OMBAT S YSTEM













Aegis Weapon System Baseline 7.1
AN/SPY-1D(V) Phased Array Radar
Horizon Search Radar
Mk 41 Vertical Launch System (48 VLS Cells)
Mk 45 5” 62 Calibre Gun
Advanced HARPOON Weapon Control System: 2 quad launchers
EW Suite
Very Short Range Air and Surface Defence
NULKA Active Missile Decoy system
Integrated Sonar System incorporating a Hull Mounted and towed array sonar
Communications Suite

A VIATION



Hangars: 1

B OATS
Two Rigid Hulled Inflatable Boats
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Shrine Of Remembrance Events - June July 2015
Lilydale Regional Lecture: Albert Jacka VC 3 June 2015

At Courtney’s Post on the Turkish Gallipoli Peninsula in May 1915 Albert Jacka was awarded the Victoria Cross
for bravery. He was Australia’s first recipient of the award during the First World War and soon became one of Australia’s most
well-known soldiers. Join Michael Lawriwsky, author of Hard Jacka and Return of the Gallipoli Legend, as he discusses Albert Jacka’s
brave actions.
Presenter: Dr Michael Lawriwsky
Date: Wednesday, 3 June, 12.30pm start

The Real ANZAC Girls 18 June 2015
From photos, emotive diaries and letters, Susanna de Vries AO relates the previously concealed story of the bungled
evacuation of the wounded from Gallipoli. Heroic nurses and medical staff saved thousands of lives on the only Australian hospital ship taking wounded ANZACs to Egypt. Once these hospitals overflowed the wounded were sent to the ‘hospital
from hell’ on Lemnos. After the talk those interested are invited to join Susanna in laying a wreath at the Ex-Servicewomen’s Garden
and Memorial Cairn.
Presenter: Susanna de Vries AO
Date: Thursday, 18 June, 12.30pm start

Curator Tour: Galleries of Remembrance 25 June 2015
Join the Shrine’s Manager of Exhibitions, Jean McAuslan, and her team for a curator’s talk and tour of the new Galleries of Remembrance. Over 800 objects, photographs, uniforms and works of art are displayed in permanent and temporary exhibition spaces. The exhibitions illustrate the experiences of Australians at war
and in peacekeeping operations, from Pre-Federation to the present day, with a particular focus on individual and unit stories of Victorian service and sacrifice.
Limited spaces available.
Presenter: Jean McAuslan
Meeting point: Reception, Visitor Centre
Date: Thursday, 25 June, 5.30pm arrival for 6.00pm start
Cost: FREE, gold coin donation welcome

Friends Tour: National Vietnam Veteran's Museum 23 July 2015
Friends of the Shrine will travel to Phillip Island where they will enjoy morning tea upon arrival at the Vietnam Veterans Museum before taking a guided tour of the
facilities. Light lunch will be included. Displays include tanks, a howitzer gun, vehicles and over 5,000 artefacts including memorabilia, photographs, scale models
and dioramas.
Transport to and from the Shrine, morning tea and lunch along with all entry fees included.
Location: Meet outside Shrine Visitors Centre 8:30am returning 5:15pm
Cost: Friends $65 / Non-Friends $75
Bookings are essential.
For further information contact David Howell, Friends and Fundraising Co-ordinator (dhowell@shrine.org.au / 03 9661 8125).
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A Note From Rob Ellis On Program Initiatives For Term 1 2016 - Military Transitions
For First Term 2016, the Military History Group will offer you, the Members, something "quite different". For at least half the term, and perhaps all of it, there will
be a program called "TRANSITIONS", which we are starting to develop. It will cover a range of topics, such as:
The changing patterns in equipment, weaponry, strategy, tactics and doctrines, military organizations and command structures, and so on. It will cover the period between 1800 and 1919.
It is an ambitious program and will be a Team Effort, with many members of the Group working together to present a coherent and wide-ranging series.
Each paper will fit into an overall theme, and a common thread. The program will be about TRANSITION, through the First Industrial Age, From the simpler era of
Nelson and Napoleon to the wider sphere of mass conscript armies. It will be about the changes in & to Armies (and Navies and Air Forces); the introduction of
breech-loading and automatic weapons, motorized transport, railways, telegraphs and radios, and everything else that changed over 120 years.
During the Term, for example, one speaker may spend 30 minutes talking about changes in the structure of infantry units, in British Commonwealth and other
Armies, -or- of how Army Corps are organized in different Armies. Another speaker may spend an hour (or more) on the developments in Field Artillery, from the
muzzle-loader of Napoleonic Empires to the quick-firing French "75s". You may get 2 or 3 people sharing a 105-minute session, and another taking a full morning. There will be talks on a wide range of different aspects of Military History -and we haven't yet decided what topics we will cover.
Suggestions are welcome....in writing, please!
If you would like to be involved, talk to me or to any of the Groups of the Group Support Team - Mel Green, Guy Hull, Mike Lewino, Tony Tossell or Reg Roberts.

The Military History Group made a group decision to have a field day at the Melbourne Museum, Carlton on 28th April. Fourteen of
our group attended in the morning, and followed up afterwards with a pleasant lunch at the RACV City Club in Bourke Street.
At the Museum on show was an acclaimed exhibit provided by the Imperial War Museum - London. Titled as The WW1 Centenary Exhibition,where the group witnessed the story of the WW1 in a new, innovative and interactive show with original artefacts, film,
and artworks, sounds and images. This multi-sensory, collections showed objects and stories that illuminate the experience and personal stories of war, and showed how it was fought on such an enormous, industrial and worldwide scale.

W HAT

THE

C ANBERRA M EMORIAL

IS DOING FOR THE CENTENARY

A NZAC C ONNECTIONS

The Anzac Connections project is a major web development project which will not only progressively deliver new, digitised collections to the website, but aims to
improve search and discovery on the site, and provide ways for people to interact with the collection. The project has been established to mark the 2015 centenary
of the landing on Gallipoli.
The first 150 collections of private records related to individuals who served in the First World War are now online and hold a wealth of stories. These are the stories of ordinary people caught up in the extraordinary events of the war. The historic collection offers a chance for all to read the unique experiences of Australians
in their own words, see the letters written home in neat copperplate, or the scribbled messages jotted down before battle. There are letters, private diaries, unit
diaries, memoirs, post cards by soldiers, sailors and airmen, from all ranks: privates, officers, nurses as well as journalists and observers. All give the very personal
perspective of those who were actually there. 100 years on these are now all our stories.

The project will continue to progressively release more new digitised collections, data and web developments during 2014 and 2015.
The War Memorial Link: https://www.awm.gov.au/people/profiles/#ANZACConnections
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The 1956 Suez Crisis
On October 29, 1956, Israeli armed forces pushed into Egypt toward the Suez Canal after Egyptian president Gamal Abdel Nasser (1918-70) nationalized the canal
in July of that same year, initiating the Suez Crisis. The Israelis soon were joined by French and British forces, which nearly brought the Soviet Union into the conflict, and damaged their relationships with the United States. In the end, the British, French and Israeli governments withdrew their troops in late 1956 and early
1957.
The catalyst for the joint Israeli-British-French attack on Egypt was the nationalization of the Suez Canal by Egyptian leader Gamal Abdel Nasser in July 1956. The
situation had been brewing for some time. Two years earlier, the Egyptian military had begun pressuring the British to end their military presence (which had been
granted in the 1936 Anglo-Egyptian Treaty) in the canal zone. Nasser’s armed forces also engaged in sporadic battles with Israeli soldiers along the border between the two countries, and the Egyptian leader did nothing to conceal his antipathy toward the Zionist nation.
Supported by Soviet arms and money, and furious with the United States for reneging on a promise to provide funds for construction of the Aswan Dam on the Nile
River, Nasser ordered the Suez Canal seized and nationalized. The British were angry with the move and sought the support of France (which believed that Nasser
was supporting rebels in the French colony of Algeria) and Israel (which needed little provocation to strike at the enemy on its border) in an armed assault to retake
the canal. The Israelis struck first, on October 26, 1956. Two days later, British and French military forces joined them. Originally, forces from the three countries
were set to strike at once, but the British and French troops were delayed.
Behind schedule, but ultimately successful, the British and French troops took control of the area around the Suez Canal. However, their hesitation had given the
Soviet Union–also confronted with a growing crisis in Hungary–time to respond. The Soviets, eager to exploit Arab nationalism and gain a foothold in the Middle
East, supplied arms from Czechoslovakia to the Egyptian government beginning in 1955, and eventually helped Egypt construct the Aswan Dam on the Nile River
after the United States refused to support the project. Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev (1894-1971) railed against the invasion and threatened to rain down nuclear
missiles on Western Europe if the Israeli-French-British force did not withdraw.
The response of President Dwight Eisenhower’s administration was measured. It warned the Soviets that reckless talk of nuclear conflict would only make matters
worse, and cautioned Khrushchev to refrain from direct intervention in the conflict. However, Eisenhower (1890-1969) also issued stern warnings to the French,
British and Israelis to give up their campaign and withdraw from Egyptian soil. Eisenhower was upset with the British, in particular, for not keeping the United States
informed about their intentions. The United States threatened all three nations with economic sanctions if they persisted in their attack. The threats did their work.
The British and French forces withdrew by December; Israel finally bowed to U.S. pressure in March 1957. In the aftermath of the Suez Crisis, Britain and France
found their influence as world powers weakened.

Ships Sunken Across The Canal

British Troops Port Said

French Troops Landing

Paras Landing at Port Said

Military History Library Report by Michael Lewino
The last Newsletter Mike Lewino reported the library had grown to some 183 books, 130 magazines and 58 DVDs. By May this has now grown to some 243 books.
Providing a wealth of information covering warfare through the ages up to modern times. If you are looking to improve your knowledge of virtually any field of conflict in history, then our growing reference library is almost certainly able to help. Many thanks to the generous donors. Your gifts are greatly appreciated.

WW11 Cartoon - Bluey and Curley

